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•PREFACE 

lA^Yf T O O' H E 

^'^'"•^ R E A D E R. 

TJ/^HA^ gave rife to the following attempt was 
my bearing a young Lady affirm^ tb^t fhe faw 
no harm ingoing /^ « B A L L. After I bad put toge- 
ther tb^ beads of it^ I fhewed it to a few friends y 
who were of opinion it migbt be productive of fome 
- good if I would publifh it \ which I the more readily 
confented to doy when I ohferved how much the cuftom 
of giving Balls at private boufes has of late prevailed. 

The original deftgn of the piece being only to fet the 
diverjion of Balls in Us true lights I had no inten- 
tion of faying any thing concerning Plays, Cards, fcfr. 
till I was advifed to the publication of it^ when I 
thought that fome few ohfervations on thofe amufe- 
ments (efpecialfy on the former) might not be unnecef 
fary ; however j I chafe rather to infert them by way 
of Notes, than to break the thread of what was al- 
ready drawn up relating /^ B a l l s •, which will, I 
hope J befufficient apology for the length and frequency 
of the Notes Sfperfed ttp and down throughout the 
hook. 

Ifhall not in the following treatxfe trouble you with 
any tedious account of the origin of Balls, Plays, 
or any other of thofe fafbionaile entertainments ; as 
well becaufe I fee no End that would thereby be an- 
fweredy as becaufe I confefs myfelf ignorant of the 
exa£l tinie of their rife ; however j with regard to 
Cards, one of our London Chronicles for the laji 
year informs us that they were invented fcarcely two 
centuries ago^ for the recreation of a King of France, • 
who was almoflj if not altogether j an Idiot. 

Neither is it my dejign to make any mention of re- 

' ligious Dances^ fuch as was that of Miriam the Pro- 

phetefs^ and of the other Ifraelitifh women^ after the 

A % over^ 
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dverthro'W of Pharaoh and bis b(^ in thRtd Sca^ 
Exod. XV. 20. as alfo that of DzyiA before the Ark 
of the Covenant^ 2 Sam. vi. 14. Jince it would be^ 
a tnojl ridiculous abfurdity to go about to prove that 
tbefiy and other Dances recorded in Scr^plurcy ^re quite, 
of a different nature and tendency from modern Balls 
^iri Assemblies. 

My hearty wijh isj that whatsis here offered to 
your perufdl andferious refhSlion^ may have the fame, 
happy effeU upon many readers of it in print^ as L 
have reafon to hope it had in manufvript upon the 
Lady for whofe benefit it was, chiefly deftgned: upon^, 
which account J I earneflly int/eat your patience to go 
through the whole ; or at leaji I hope you will not tofs. 
it aftde before you have well begun ity with declaring i 

that " you never faw fuch^ horrid ftuff in all your 
<« days." 

^ruth is a mighty weapon^ though wielded by ^ 
weak hand ; wherefore Jince Thave this on my Jide^ 
J do not defpair of convincing all thofe who wiU weigh 
what they read with a fair unbiajfed judgment. As 
to merits I claim none^ but that of a good intention ; 
and would not willingly give offence^ where I hope to 
render the greatefi of all fervices : therefore if any 
take exception at what they may meet with in the 
courfe of this little pamphlet ^ let me beg them to fear ch, 
into their own heartSy and examine carefully whether 
an unwillingnefs to part with thofe idolsy the keeping 
of which they can no otherwife defend than by tefufing 
to hearken to the voice of Scripture^ Reafon^ arid Con^. 
fciencey may not infome meafure be the caufe of their 
being difpleafed at what they read. 
' And noWf heartily recommending what follows to 
the bleffing of Godj and humbly fuhmitting it to your 
candor^ I beg leave to fubfcribe myfelf 

Your moft obedient, 
and moft humble Servant, 

The Author. 
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I N T H O P U C T I O N, 

ALTHOUGH ;t is the ^doubted 
duty of every Cbrifiian to do all ii^ 
his power to promote the Sahatim 
of others> yet he Ihould be careful to gi^iJe^ 
bi$ words nvitb difcretim^ and not to urge zsxf 
thing upon thofe with whom he hopes to, 
fuccee4 without defending his caufe with 
weighty and forcible arguments; left he 
{hould make them imagine^ becaufe he adr 
vances little or nothing on his own (ide of 
the queftipn^ that coniequently there is little^ 
6r nothing to be faid in fupport of it 

It is upon this plan that I purpbfe, with 
God's afliftance, to purfue my defign of 
proving the abfolute unhwfulnefs of the now 
]K)faihionablediveriionof Bali#$ andtho* 

I 



vi INTRODUCTION. 

I am fenfibk that the mighty torrent of 
cuftom is againft me, and that I may be 
branded with the appellation of a precifejana^ 
tic ^ yet I hope to demonftrate with the 
cleareft evidence that Balls are entirely in- 
confident with the Spirit of Cbriftianity^^ and 
that it is not poffible to be prefent at them 
without incurring great guilt; All I defire 
of thofe who read the following pages is, 
(what I have already requefted in the Preface) 
that they will for a little while diveft them- 
felves of all prejudice, and not blindly refolve 
to condemn, before they read. The argu- 
ipents I fhall brings are all founded upon 
Scripture and plainReafon J therefprq till iJi^y 
can be anfwered from Scripture and {daia 
Reafon, it is neither Laughter, Sneers, nor 
Ridicule, that can invalidate their force. 

Obferve here, that I addrefs ijiyfelf chiefly 
to thofc who have fome good defires, and 
yet indulge themfelves in the praftice of 
going to Balls, becaufe they are not con- 
vinced of the great wickednefs of them j for 
to' prove their finfulnefs to fuch as are de-«- 
termined to go to them at all events, would 
indeed be labour in vain. 
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AL L the arguments I ever remember to have 
heattl brought in vindication of Balls, 
are, 
Inrft^ That they are no where forbidden in 
Stripttrre^ and cottfequently are innocent. Secondly^ 
That i!nanf good ChriftiatiS go to them. Thirdly^ 
That -|)rc>Vided a perfon does riot make a conftaat 
^r&6tiefe of going to them, there can be no harm 
in them now and then by way of relaxation-^ and 
tjist by ttbdifig obi^lves fometirtie^ xvith thedivcr- 
jbns oi the Wbrid, We ttturn with greater rdiih to 
tem&aexit dud neligious Duties. 

Wteti«jr fi-ALLS are particularly forbiddeft in 
any plflce of Scripture, I will rtot tike upon mc to 
^gtermilie^ Iril it Fufiite fojf my prefent purpofe 
thA Ihcy are fofbidden by the whole voice of Reve- 
liiii^ luaftltifch ^s every thing is ftriftly forbidden 
that may diforder our Souls ; and be deftruftive of 
thit meek^ humble, believing, contrite Spirit, 
^hich coftftitates the real Chriftian'; and that 
Balls do tend intirely to prevent the attainment 
of filch a temper, and cannot but be very pernicious 
tdour foul^ will be folly proved hereafter. There 
»e many things not particularly forbidden in 
Scripture, which yet every one muft allow to be 

very 



S An Mdrefs relating to Balls^ kt. 

ttry great and heinous Sins ; and were we to d<i 
what we pleafe, from the notion that what we do 
is no where forbidden in Scripture, how great 
extravagancies would fuch a fancy lead us into ? 
We are no where throughout the whole Bible com- 
manded not to fet an hoiife on fire, yet no-body 
can be fo weak as to imagine it is no fin wilfully 
to commit fuch an adion *, and that becaufe the 
t^rhole tenor of Scripture forbids us to injure our ' 
neighbour. Befides, had our Saviour and his 
Apoftles given a particular prohibition againft all^ 
the fooleries that the depravity of fallen man hath 
invented, might we not fay with Saint Jobny tiaP 
even the world itfelf could not contain the hooks that 
Jhould le written {a) ? 

But have we any reafon to think, that at the tiolc 
when Cbriftianity was firft, preached, there were any 
fuch pleafures among Cbrijlians as are to be met 
with in a modern Ball- Room ? No, the honour of 
thefe improvements is all due to us, who have 
been fb long blefled with the tranfcendent light of 
the Golpel ; fcarcely did the Pagan worlds in the 
midft of their idolatrous darknefs, ever arrive at 
tliat exquifite perfeftion in all kinds of Diverfions, 
Luxury, and Extravagance, that is now to be 
met with amongft thofe that are reckoned good 
Cbrijlians. 

But granting that, at the time of the planting 
of Cbrijlianityy there really were fome fuch enter^ 
tainnients amongft Heathens as modern Balls; 
yet we cannot fuppofe that Cbriji and his Apoftles 

fhould 

{a) Join xxi. 2^.. 
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ihould think it neceflary to tell t;heir Comjerts^ that 
they could not romp and (kip about like biifibons, 
and mcrry-andrews, in all the glare of expenfivc 
drefs, amongft a crowd of unc<jn verted Heathens, 
. cither for their own diverfion, or for that of the 
company, and at the fame time fanSxfy the Lord 
Cod in their Hearts {h) 5 preferve in them a truly 
Chriftian Spirit, and be ftriving to enter in at the 
ftrait gate {c). Can any man in his fenfes makc- 
fach a fuppofition ? 

But here, (according to the fectind argument) it 
will be faid, that the world (at leaft the part of it 
which we ihhabit) is now htcomt Chriftian^ and that 
the company we meet at thefe noSlumal revellings^ 
called Balls, are not Heathens^ but Chrijiians. 

I grant that they are fo called, and that they 

have the outfide appearance of Chriftian^ j bi|t are 

they Difciples of that blefled Jefm^ who is meek and 

lowly in heart (d) f Are they crucified to the worlds 

and the world to them {e) ? Do they hunger and 

tUrfi after Right eoufnep ? Are they of the number of 

thofe pure in hearty thofe poor in fpiritf or. of 

thofe meek and blejfed mourners (/), to whom our 

Lord has confined the kingdom of heaven ? Are 

they prefftng forward towards the prize of the high 

cdlipg in Chriji Jefusy that is fet before tbem(g)? 

Are they redeeimng the time^ hecaufe the days are 

evil (h) ? Are they^ not often engaged in that 

foolijh talking andjejlingy which the Apoftlc tells us 

are not convenient (i) ? But on the contrary, Does 

the word of Chrijt dwell in them richly^ teaching and 

B admon* 

(b) I Pet.iii. 15, (4 Luk^xiii, 24, 

(d) Matt. xi. 29. (e) Gal. vi. 14. 

(/) Matt. V. 3,4, 5,6. (g) Phil. iiL 14. • 

{h) Eph. V. 15. \i) E^h. V. 4, 
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admonijhing one another (k)^ warning the unruly^ 
tomforting the feeble-minded^ and fupforling the 
weak (I) f Are they giving diligence to make their 
calling and eleSion fun (m) ; le/l a promife being 
made them of entering into bis refi^ any of thern 
Jhould feem to come fhort of it (n) ? Is the love of 
God fhed abroad in their hearts by the holy Ghoft 
which is given unto them (o) ? Have they received 
the Spirit of Adoption whereby they cry abba Father ? 
and do they through that Spirit mortify the deeds of the 
body(p)? Are their affeSions fet on things above ^ 
and not on things on the earth (q)f Are they not con'- 
formed to this prefent evil world (r) ? and inftead 
of taking thought wherewithal they fhall be clothed^ 
(s) are they feeki>tg to adorn themfelves in the bidden 
inan of the heart {t) ? Are they renewed in thefpirit 
of their minds (u) ? . Does Chrift dwell in their hearts 
by faith (w)? Do tBey take up their crofs daily ^ 
and deny themfelves^ and follow him (x) ? Are they 
living as ftrangers and pilgrims upon earth (y) ? 
Do they 'continue inftant in prayer (z) ? Have they 
that meek and quiet fpirit^ which St Peter ajfures us 
''is offuch great price in the fight of God (a) ? Are 
they blamelefs and barmlefs^ the Sons of God^ amidfi 
a crooked and perverfe nation^ among whom they 
fhine as lights in the world (b)? In a word, are 

they new creatures in Chrift Jcfus {c) ? 

• . Thcfc, 

{k) Coloff. iii. i6. (/) I Thcff. v. 14. 

{m) 2 Pet. i. 10. (ff) Heb.iv. i. 
(0) Rom. V.J. . if) Ro]n.viii«i3»ij. 

(f ) ColoflT. iii« z. (r) Rom. xii. 2. 

(/) Matt. vi. 31. (/) I Pet. iii. 4. 

(») Eph.iv. 43. , (w) £t>h. iii. 17, • 

(x) Matt. xvi. 24. (y) Heb, xi. 13. 

(x) Rom. xii. i x. {a) i 'Ptt. iii. 4. 

{h) Philip, ii. 15. (r) 2 Cor, y. tj^ 
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Theft, and thefe only, are Scripture-marks of a 
Cfariftian ; and Scripture is the only touch-ftone 
whereby we can, according to the Apoftle*s com- 
mand, try the Spiriis whether they are of God (c) : 
and though we are not to pafs hafty cenfures upon 
any, yet we muft not fo far dilhonour the Gofpel 
of our blefled Saviour, as to admit every vain jM-Cr 
tender to Cbrijiianiiy into the clafs of true believers ; 
for as fqrc as God*s word is true, any perfon who 
has not moft, if not all the before-mentioned marks 
pf a CbriJUaftj can lay no juft claim to the name : 
Therefore before we wafte pur precious time at. 
Balls, Plays, Card-Tables*, &c. upon the 
prefumption that many good Cbriftians make no 

B z fcruplc 

{c) I Johniy. I. 

. * Permit me here juft to put one queftios to every Lady 
who frequents Cerd-tablts: Can any woman who ipends 
great part of an evening in playing at Cards, and no inconfider* 
able part of the morning in receiving, fending, reading and 
writing Cards for engagements, reafonably conclude that 
fhe is clothing her/elf nuitb the mihole nrmour ofGod^ and work- 
ing out her ^tun fahoation tjoifbfear and trembling ? £ph. vi. 13. 
Phil. 11. 1 2. But you will perhaps tell me, you are iy no means 
a eonftant fhtfer at Cardst and when you do, it is only for a 
trifle^ jttft to kill the time, or pa/j away an idle hour^ and that by 
playing at Cards you often avoid doing much nvorfe! I hope it 
will be fufHcient anfwer to fay, that I am forry you think the 
ihort time allotted you in this ftate of probation to prepare your 
Sonl for Eternity, to be fo very cheap a drug that you will fell 
it for a trifle, when you are (o iblemnly called upon to redeem 
it ; and that it will be as vain an excufe to that idle unprofitable 
fer*uant who 'hid bis lord's takui in the earthy Matt. XXV, 25. 
to {ay, be might hawe been doing worfii as it would be for a 
criminal who wm accufed of theft, to plead in his own behalf 
that he might have been committing murder. 



■1-' 



12 An^ Ad^efs rektmg to BAZL^y &skX 

fcrupic of going to them, how much docs k Be- 
hove us to examine whether the above Scripture- 
marks of a Cbriftian do appear (and where they 
are, they muft appear) in thofe per&ns by whofe. 
eitamples we fuffer ourfelves to be led ? For if 
thefe be the Btble-evtdemes of a Chriftian^ and if* 
they are not found in thofe whofe'Religion is fet up 
for the warrant of Balls, then their prcfence at 
them cannot juftify or authorize them ; and we iref 
reduced to the neceffity either of difbelieving thd 
Bible^ or elfe of believing that thofe who have noif 
thefe evidences are no Chriftians. 

St Paul allures us, that be. is not a Jew isobo ii 
one outwardly^ neither is that circutniijffn wbiib^ u 
outward in the fiejh ; but be is a Jew wbo is one- 
inwardly J and circumeifion is tbaff of tjbe- beart^ in the 
fpiritj and not in the letter (e}: So he is certainly 
no Chriftian wbo is only one outwardly 'f and hs^ 
tifm is that of the heart, in the Ipirit, and not ill 
the letter only. 

Now, as it is impoflible for any body to objeA 
againft this conclufbn, entertain not for the fu- 
ture fuch unworthy notions of a real Chriftian, 
who has in him the mind that was in Cbriji(f)j as 
to fuppofe' that fuch an one will go to B A l l s, 
Play-Houses, or any of thofe Seminaries of Vice^ 
which Satan zxiA his inftruments haVe eftablifhed in 
this land ; and which they would honour with the 
ipecious but falfe name of innocent diverfions*. ' 

I 

{#) Rom.ii. 28. if) Philip^ii. 5. 

• It is indc^ aftonifliing, how airy fd^fort, who makes thfe 
leaft pretenfions to Chriftianity, can pofBbly be fcen at a F/«y- 

bou/e. 



I have now, I hope, fully confuted tbctwofirft 
Mgtimcots in favour <^ BAtjbs, and prored beyond 

all 

m 

Tboufe^ fiace our Comedies in general are not only ftufFed witK 
oaths and impieties, but with A^ch obfcenities as a niodeft 
Hcudien would have bkflied at ; yer even tki/t are perhaps 
oo^ prodtt^ve of fuch evil co&feqyences as niaay of ovr Tra- 
gedifSy tq which grave matrpns carry their wards, with that 
notion of their learning inflrudive Jeflbns of VIRTUE and 
iAOKhhVVY: Now if ranting, romantic Iove« pride, am- 
bition, reveiige, kft, and cmehy, (not ft> mention ieif murder) 
be eftoemed Virtue and MoraHty, I muft confefs that molbof 
pi$^ celebrated Tragedies abound with thei^i ^^d Aat there is 
1)0 place in the world better calculated to make young peopl^ 
truly virtuous and moral, thaia the two Theatres of C(yv0ni* 
Garden ^xADr^*Lane, ^ 

. But you objeA, that the Defign oi Plays is not to entourage^ 
1>nt vo kik the follies of Mankind, by ^ving us a proper ab^ 
)ion«|iceof tho& vkds which axe expof&d upon die Stage. 

What validity there is in your obje^on* oiay be diftovcre|l 
by deliriag you to co&fider ia what light yom would look upon 
a Lady who being anxious to have her averfion to oaths, h\sSr 
phemy, and obfcenity increafed, fhould make all her fervants 
come hito her prefence^ and give them a crown to curfe, fweafi^ 
a6l and talk indecently, till ihe found her antipathy ^r thdb 
cnmes ralfed to a proper pitch : or fearing left her fon and 
daughter were not enough difguHed at the (ins of unchadity or 
drunkennefs, was to admonifji the one to frequent houfes of ill 
fame, and the other to ipend a few hours with a company of 
drankards at a tavern. 

Since t have touched on diis>fubje^, I beg leave to relate 
Ae fbllowiAg fa^^ whidi however fhodLing it may appear to a 
Chiiftiaa, I myfelf was eye*witnefs of a fvw years ago, when 
with ihame and forrow I coafefs I 'was a great frequenter of 
FU^'lmrfis. <« It was at the benefit of a certain Dancing- 
'' mafter : T^ boxes w<re mofHy filled with young children. 
" wha I fappofe were the fdioiars of this «aft^, and came to 

*• have 
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all difpute, that they are forbidden by the whole 
tenor of Scripture, and that none but thofe who 
content themfelves with the Ihadow of Chriftianity 
inftead of the fubftance, will ever be frequenters 
of them* 

^be third argument in favour of Ba l ls yet re- 
mains to be anfwered ; namely, that provided we 
do not make a conftant praftice of going to them, 
there can be no harm in them n,pw an4 then, by 
way of rda^xation ; and that by mixing ourlelvcs 
fometimes with the diverfions of the world, we le^ 
turn with greater relifli to retirement and religious 
dutie^. 

To this I readily and briefly reply, that the fan\e 
reaibn^ why we ought not always, to be prefent at 

Kheiii, (vi^ bccauie they a,rc finfyl) holds good 
why we fhould neVer be prefent at them ; unleis 
you will roundly maintain that we can ftrve God 
and Mammon (g) J and may compound with our 
blefied Lord and Saviour ; that when we are called 
<^ give m^ hearts to, God (i?), a part of th?m is oiijy 
meant; and that we may fometimes indulge a 
nifliflg worldly Ipirit ; and fon\etiraes be devout 

and 

{g) Matt. tL ,24. {b] PxDv. xadE. 26. 

*' have their infant ideas formed by a lewd Comedy. Between 
*' tke a£U, or after theplay» lfis>rget which> oneof thefe chil- 
'* dren, jvho feemed to be. about feven years, old, came fbelih» 
*<and danced two public minuets upon the llag& with her 
^ m^fter I without doabc to the no finall Sa&fa£Uon of her 
goqJMama, whofe heart muft needs aUb dance with joy, to 
fee her dear child fo much af^plauded by fo polite aji.afiembiy ; 
and tkit, fhe ^ad already acqQire4 /# cprps de^e^ and, waa^. 
" tOfially freed from all mawvaifi honti at fo tender an age." 
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and heavenly-minded ; which is not at all lefs ab* 
Ibrd than if you were to lay, we may be fbmetimes 
drunk and fometimes fober ; fometimes honeft and 
fometimes diflioncft. 

Let me farther add, that it is a miferable fign of 
our being yet dead in ftn^ that we can look upon 
fuch things in the light of relaxations ; and to be 
able to take delight in them now and then, argues 
our nature to be as much unrenewed, as if we 
were plcafed with them every night of our lives. 
And thofe who aflert, that. by mixing our f elves fome* 
times with the diver/tons of the worlds we return 
With greater relijh to retirement and religious duties \ 
might with as great propriety affirm, that Balls 
and Plays were means of grace, and highly pro* 
per to kindle a fpirit of devotioa ; that a fure way 
to become truly religious, is to lay our good 
thoughts afide, to mix ourfelves with carnal, un« 
converted company, and do as they do \ in fhort, to 
ftifle all the motions of God^s Spirit, and drive 
him from us. 

Would you not think any man a proper obje£fc 
for Bedlam^ that ihould ferioyfly give you fuch 
advice as this, in order to make you a more zealous 
Chriftian ? yet however monftrous and abfurd thia 
may feem, it is not at all more (oy than the before 
mentioned argument for fometimes indulging our« 
felves in the diverfions of the .world, in order that 
we may return to the practice of Religion with greater 
earneftnefs and fatisfaftion. 

But farther, what a deplorable ftate muft that 
foul be in, that is obliged to have recoqrfe to fuch 
miferable fliifts ? How unfit to lanch into eternity^ 
where we are to be Ijappy day and night in fweet 

communiofi 
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communion with God, tod infinging praifes to the 
Lamb for ever and ever j (and that without any 
Balls, Cards, &t. to relax our minds and increaie 
our zeal) how unfits I fay, muft that foul be for 
fuch a work as this, that had rather fpend five or ] 
fix hours at a BalL) than in retigious Meditation^ 
Prayer^ holy Difcourfe^ reading the Word ofGod^ or any 
other good Book ? Surely the joys of heaven muft be 
Very infipid to fuch an one^ and the employment af 
£iints and angels nothing but mere drudgery *. 

But it is not fo with the true Chrijiian. He looks 
tipon his Matter's yoke as light and eafy (i) ; and his 
commandments are more defirable to him tbdn fine 
gold \ yeay fweeter than honey and the honey-comb (k). 
The heart of the true Chriftian is changed, ami 
fixed upon heavenly objects ; thcrefi^iie he is con- 
ftant and fteady in his obedience. His religion does 
not influence him only by fits and ftarts ; . nor can 
he lay it afide in order to attend the pleaiures of tho 
D^rld, and take it up again when he has no other 
engagements upon his hands. 
If this then be the charadler of the true Chrijiian, 
what fliall I fay to thofe who have fcarcely the 
fb^dow of it? Can you poffibly think that you 
have obtained the new heart, and the new /piris (l)^ 
which God hath promifed to his faithful people ; 
9Xid that Jhe fame mind is in you thafwas alfo in 

Cbnji 
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fj Matt. xi. 30. (k) Pfid. xix. 10. 

(I) Ezek. xxxvx. 26, 27. 

^ Let us learn wifdom from the tender infant, how does he brook the abCence 
tf a Idnd Parftnt ? Can all Ae tales that old wives have invented. Tooth the anx. 
tety he fuffers by fueh a feparation ? How then is it poifible that a dear child 
«f Go9 can chufe to be kll^ for hoots together into a total forgetfblncfs of the 
happy relation he bears to the Lord Jehovah, by fuch poor, low,irratio|ial invent 
tions, that many good old wivcs itroutd bstve been a(hamcd to hare been the sru- 
ttofi of then f 
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Cbrift J ejus {fn)\ ^ when you are pleafed with th<>fe 
▼ery things, with which the moft profligate part of 
the world is pleafed ? Certainly there can be no 
greater proof that the fame difpofitions and tem- 
pers are in you that are in them, and that you are 
of thofe very people whom St Faul ftiles lo'^ers of 
fleafure^ mere than lovers of G^d («). 

SE CATION THE SECOND. 

THUS much for my anfwer to the third ar- 
gument in favour of Balls. And now I 
cannot but think that every unprejudiced perfon 
will allow that v/hat I have already advanced is 
fufBcient to . overthrow whatever has been, or can 
be laid in vindication of theoK However, Firjl^ 
It is not niy intention to ftop here, l?ut to proceed 
to fhew yet farther, that the cuftom of Balls is 
totally deftruclive of every religious fentiment, ' 
infomuch that it ftrikes at the very root of 
Cbrijlianiiy. Secondly y I fhall lay before you tH' 
Reafons why the evil tendency, and aftual wicked- 
nefs of this kind of diverfion, is neverthelefs fo 
little perceived, that many fouls* are hurried away 
by it, without being fenfible of their error. Laftly^ 
I fhall add a word of exhortation and caution, 
concerning the great danger of a blind conformity 
to cuftom and example. 

And F/VT?, That the cuftom of Balls is dc- 
ftruftive ci every religious fentiment, can any one 

C deny 

(«) Phil. U. 5. (») 2 Tim. iii; 4. ' 
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deny who takes an impartial view of the frequenterar 
of them, commonly called, the best company ? 
By far the greater part of whom, if they live not 
in any outward notorious wickednefs, yet feem 
perfeftly indifferent and lukewarm in what con- 
cerns their fouls : Their Religion is a thing by the 
by, a formal lifelefs piece of ceremony, which only 
ferves to their greater delufion. 

Now if this be the cafe (and would to God it 
were not) may we not fafely afiirm, that there are 
more people kept from God by Balls, and fuch 
like trifling amufements, than by more palpable 
and grofs fins ? For the latter arc more apt to 
gall the finner's confcience, and fend him to Chrift 
for eafe ; whereas the former, whilft they exclude 
the grace of God, and refift the ftrivings of his 
Spirit, rather keep confcience afleep, and by that 
means gnaw like a canker-worm, and as it were 
undermine the foul without our being fenfible of 
receiving any injury by them; 

God forbid that I fhould here "be underftood as if 
I thought it neceifary for all perfons to be guilty of 
notorious fins, in order to make them fenfible of 
their want of a Saviour's merits ; for this is j(b 
far from being my meaning, that I would willingly 
convince you of the great danger of looking upon 
any fin as little, and ftiew you how highly difpleaf* 
ing every thing muft needs be in the fight of an all- 
pure God that has even the leaft tendency to evi]. 

But whether all perfons choofe to look upon the 
diverfion of Balls as wicked or not j yet we have 
the authority of an Apoftlc to fay, that Jhe that 

lives 
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Uves in'pUafure^ is dead while J&e liveih(o). She 
may indeed be in perfeft health and fpirits ; and 
be greatly admired for her gaiety and vivacity, 
whilft her poor foulds languiftxing and dying within 
her i fo that whilft Ihe is alive to the pleafures of 
the world, fhe is dead' to the things of God. 

Another weighty argument againft Balls is, 
that they prevent people frpm looking into them- 
felves, ^ and cherilh ^ vain, trifling, unchriftian 
fpirit 5 npt only for the t;me being, but oftentimes 
for whole days and weel^s before and after ; as any 
unprejudiced perfon muft aljow, that has heard 
what wopderful fatisfaftion young Ladies frequently 
exprefs at the thoughts of an approaching Ajfembly^ 
and what preparations they make for their drefs 
upon the Ball-night : And when this is over, what 
ample fields for fcandal are opened from the be- 
haviour and particularities of the company ? What 
pdifying converf^tion does the falhionable or un- 
fafhionable flounce of fuch a lady's negligee afford ? 
And how often is the ruflic aukwardnefs or unpa- 
ralleled elegance of an entertainment difcufled ? 

Perhaps fome will fay, ** // is true^ tbefe things 
*' muft in general be allowed to be contrary to the 
** Spirit of Chriftianity^ and many may be greatly hurt 
" by tbem^ but I never think of a Ball before I go to 

it i at leaft when I do^ it is with meer indifference ; 

1 give myfelf no trouble about my drefs, nor do I 

ever make any fatyrical remdrks upon the company ; 
*' therefore however fome people may dbufe thefe inno- 
" cent amuiements, / never was the worfefor them 
*« in all my life** 

C 2 T# 

{0) I Tim. V4 6, 
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To this I anfwer ; that it is a wretched mark of 
an unrenewed heart, to fancy that you can go to 
fuch places without being hurt by them •, as nothing 
can more tend to deaden Grace and to extinguiih 
the Life of God in the Soul, than the vain convert . 
fation, and trifling behaviour of the company one 
generally meets with at Balls. But if you are 
determined not to allow that you yourfetf are the 
worfe for thefe things, (though you confefs that 
many people may be greatly hurt l^y them ; ) yct» 
are you hot aware of the harm you do by your ex- 
ample, and that you are, though you may not 
think of it, foothing others in their fins, and con- 
tributing your part to keep them in a ftate of im- 
pcnitency? Surely this will be no inconfiderable 
ai^gmentation of your own guilt. ** No^ you fay, 
*« becaufe if I did notgd tb tbefe "places^ others would. 
*' // is not in my pvoer to put a flop to fuch pro- 
*« ceedings.^* But do not you by going do all in 
one perfon's power to countenance and encourage 
them ? And, on the contrary, by abfentlng your- 
fclf, do not you do all in 6ne perfon's power to dif* 
courage and prevent them ? If every body was to 
argue as you do, the moft wicked and abominable 
cuftoms would be openly fupported and defended ; 
whilft every fupporter of them would be crying 
out, It is not I that am the caufe of thdfe doings, 
becaufe they would be the fahie whether I contri- 
buted to them or not. Now let me. alk thefe per- 
fons, Would ' you go upon the high-way, whilft 
you have a real ,defire to prevent robbing ? Or 
would you get drunk and fwear, becaufe when you 

allow 
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iatlpw fych habits to be very wicked, you have a 
HkedcTire 10 put a ftqp to them ? This is juft as 
if yqu were to lay, " Though J heartily v>ijh there 
*^ were w fuob Jim as robbery^ drunkennefs and 
«* five^fing^ yet I am determined io put them into 
*^ fr^cSicij Mkbougb I know / am thereby dwng all, 
'«« in my power io encourage thefe abominable vigesi^ 
Examine the cafe, and you will find it jtift the 
fame with regard to Balls. 

But you aik if I make no difierence between rob- 
jbery, (farufikennefi, fwearing» and going to a Bali^ f 
I aofwef;, oert^inly there is a great difierence ; y^t 
Itill die ttsion is the very fame -why we fhoukl abr 
itain from all ; {viz.) becaufe all are contrary t0 
the^irit of chriftianity ; and whoibever can indulge 
bifiiifelf in any darling plealure becauie it is not ip, 
gKat a fin as robbery, drunkennefs, ai^^ fwearing, 
is lb far from evidencing a fincerity of heart, that 
he treats <Sod in a manner he himielf would ill refent 
to be ufed by any of his earthly friends. 

X«et me farther aOc you, who pretend to fome 
zeal for Religion, and yet make no fcrupk of 
going to Balls, Plays, ^c. Whether you 
really look upon yourielf as. a fteward of what you 
pofleis, who without hefitadoh can fquander away 
it> diveilions what would contribute to the fupport 
x)f fo many of our poor diftrefled fellow-creatures* ? 

^; How 

* How OMNiy. poor. Iafl)ilie8» who throogh lofles in trade, 
want of empIoymcBt, kmg fickiie(st &fr. are reduced to the 
greimftHDtfcqby» might be annually relieved with the fujns that 
'are Iquaodotd away at tlis Theatres finr the fupport of a oom^ 
jtayrf idle drones (or, as the Law of the laiod terms them, 
^if^bmk) whoft whoW .bufinefs it 48 to ^(Hmpt ihe public ? 

Perhaps 
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How much pftendr you have deprived yourfef^S 
of your, natural reft to attend a Ball, than to 

watch 

Perhaps fbme may tbink that bocaofe what they fpend every 
yetr at PJ^-bou/ej is very inconiiderable, therefore the guUt of 
withholding their alms from poor diftrcfTcd ^houfekeepers, and 
Others that really Ibnd in need of it, and contributing to the 
mainten^ce of fuch a fee of infamous la^y wretches, as player> 
in general are, caA by no means be chargeable to thein. All 
I defire of fach is^ fcrioufly to coniider that places for die pro- 
moting of fin and wickednefs are in eiFedfc as much fapported by 
fujbfcriptipn .as thofe that are dedicated, to the glory of Goa» 
and intended for the relief of the fick, needy, and deferted ; and 
.WeVery one wh6» like the poor widow in the Gofpel, adds his 
jnite towards the carrying on any pious defign, ^a/I in no 'wife 
lo/e hii renjoardi Mark ix> 41. and the prayers of thofe he has 
afliiled (hall be heard in his behalf; (that is, provided what J^e 

tjves fprings from the true principle of faith ii^ Chrift, and not 
•om that of vain -glory, or felf-j'uftificatiton ;) fo in like manner 
whoever contributes the leaft mite towards the encouragement 
of Vice and Idlenefs, ihall, (unlefs timely repentance prevent it) 
in no wife go unpuniQied ; and has great reafon to' fear left he 
Ihould be anfwerable for the fins of -thofe poor wretches to whofe 
fopport he has been acceifaiy, without which they might have 
ibueht out an innocent and uieful way of life. \ * - 

But I will fappofe you one of thofe wht) are not neglei^ul of 
the duty of alms*giving,and therefore (to ufe your own expreflion) 
you think there is no harm at all in now and then taking tbt ra- 
t tonal am^ement of a good play : fo that at the yearns end, between 
what is fiohg away at Pl^y-boufes and other diverfions, and what 
you falfly cdl Charity^ fuppofing you a perfon of an eafy fortune, 
your accounts may nearly Hand as follows. 

/. i. d. 
For the fupport of Ranelagh and Vaux-hall^ll 
and the Muficians, Singers, • Waiters, fcfc . there- f 5 5 o 
unto belonging — ■*• — ^ ^ •» y 

One Ridotto ,and two Operas — / — 220 

Loft at Cards {Card-money included) •- ' 6 6 Q 

Paid at ten Plays for the encouragjement of *! 

Vice and Immorality, and for the mamtenance ( 

of A6lors, Dancers, Buffoons, Mimicks, and r 

other Stage-gentry -• — — J . ' 

Total year''s account 16 3 o 

For the relief of the Sick and Needy *— 10 19 .0 
I fear there are but few who frequent public places that will 

have any reafon to complain that I have done them«injuftice». 

either by enhancing the fum they' annually confume in diver- 

fions* 
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^atcbunto prayer {p) ? How much more time you 
allot to adorn your body, when you are to fhinc 
in a ftage-box, or to fparkle in a minuet amidft the 
circle of wondering beholders in a Ball-room^ than 
you do each day to adorn your foul for (he general 
affemhly and church of thefirft-born (q) ? 

May I alfo demand in what ftate of mind for 
religious duties you return home from Bai^ls, 
whether or. no your.mmd is never full of the 
pretty things that were whifpered in your ear by 
your partner ; whether you are never chagrined 
about fomc pundlilio of precedency, or elated on 
account of the extraordinary notice that was taken 
of you ? elpecially if it was your happy lot to open 
the Ball, or to lead up the firft country-dance with 

the 

fionsy or that I have been too low in my eftjmate of what they 
employ for the benefit of the diHrefled : I woald therefore now 
beg them to refledi how they would like to have the above bill 
produced at the great Day of Accounts, when they ihall be 
called upon to anfwer for the talent committed to their charge % 
and when e*very one JhaJl he rewarded according to his nvorks. 
Matt. xvi. 27, XXV. 25. Would they not have reafon to fear 
left it fhould ftrike them fpeechlefs before the judge, and led 
that dreadful fentence (hould be pronounced againfl them. 
Depart from mty ye curfed^ into everlafting fire prepared for the 
devil and his angels? Matt. xxv. 41. Whilil thofe who not 
daring to countenance, either by their pre&nce or purfe, what* 
ever hath the appearance of ei/il^ but from the true motive of 
faith vjorJking by love^ have been laying up to themfek/es treafures 
in heamen^ and have dedicated their abundance to feeding the 
hungry y cloathing the naked^ and mfiting the fick and imprifotCd^ 
fhall have their ears charmed with thofe glorious words, ^' Come^ 
ye Ueffed of my Father^ inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the worlds Matt. xxv. 34. 

(p) I Pet. iv. 7« (f) Heb. xii. 23. 
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the moft honourable perfonage in the room ? O what 
noble matter of heart-felt joy muft this heeds afibrd 
to a trvily pious foul, who has experienced the 
wajbing of regeneration and the renewing of the Ihty 
CboJl{r)! 

I would further defire to know, whether before 
yqu exclude the fun in order to go toileep, you ufe 
your Morning or Evening Prayers? Or whether, 
as it is uncertain which are moft proper,,you efteem 
it moft prudent to. ufe neither ? 

Laftly, let me afk you, with a ferious concern 
for ' your eternal welfare, what you can pofliMy 
think of the ftate of your fouls,, who, whilft io 
many Chriftians are praifing the Lord for having 
refrelhed them with feafonable reft, and for having 
fafely brought tbem to the beginning of a new day ; 
whilft fo many Chriftians are thus happily employed, 
what can you, I fay, think of the ftate of your 
fouls, who, wearied with your laft night's revel, 
are finking into your beds With the din of the con- 
cluding country-dance in your ears, and having 
fpent the night in the works of darknefs, (in order 
to compleat the whole) muft wafte the day ia 
fleeping ? 

Was I to intreat you to Ipend a few hours in 
Prayer and Meditation, you would think me an 
^ard tajk-^mafter^ and would readily afk, PFbat? 
Are we to be always on our knees f Is there no time 
for relaxation ? Yet, while you are capering about 
like fo many frantic Bedlamites, when your ufual 
time for Evening Prayer is come, I fear you never 

once 

(r) Tit. m. 5. 
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Oflce fay. What ? Are we to be at this work alt 
flight ? Is there no time for Prayer and Medi* 
tation f 

Believe me^ yoUr cafe is very deplorable^ and 
fo much the nlore fo, as you do not fee youf 
dangjpn O how happy is Satan when he can 
make. people wear his chain and think themfelvea 
at liberty ! 

To proceed*. Do you conrideir what beinoui 
toiockery you are guilty of before God eVery time 
you fay your prayers, till you give up all thoughts^ 
crfever going to another Ball? For inftance only^ 
in the Lord's Prayer. How can you beg that the 
Name of God may be hallowed {r)^ wheft you arcf 
Calmly refolved to negle<9: the cpmnion duty of 
leaking upon God in EvienJng^Prayer (perhaps alfb 
In Faniily-Prayer) in order lo go to a diverport 
\yhich direaiy tends to the dilhonour of Chrift^ 
8fid tp the fubverfion of erery holy temper ? How 
can you pray that Ged^s kingdom may come^ • and his 
iJffiU be dofifin earthy asM is in heaven (i) i whilft 
ypo qontiQiie to pfadift fuch things as would no{ 
Of^y chwyt his Willi but. hay^ a tendency to cftablilb 
tbP' ktngcJorn of ItHfiferi aitd tq overthrow thd 
kiitg^omjof Gq^? IrA&^Yi How cart ydu, with-^ 
ttitthfiihigheft degree (jf hypocrify, befeech th* 
Almighty t^ to le4dyminto temptation^ and to de* 
iiv&i yau froif% evit{t)% yh^vk you are abfdlutely 
decefiDiii^ to. run yourfetf headlong into tempta^ 
tion } And fo far to cjmfe the evil^ and refufe the 

D good^ 
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goody as to pafs over your ftated times and excr- 
cifes of devotion, on purpofe to obtain die formcp 
and rejcft the latter ? 

Can any body fay that there is the leaft aggra- 
vation in calling this a fblemn mockery of Al- 
mighty God ? May the Lord give you grace fo fey 
thefe confiderations ferioufly to heart : but if .yoti 
^re yet determined not to leave off going to Balls', 
I dare not affirm, but that you had better leave off 
ikying your prayers, for though you honour God 
vntb your mouthy your heart is far from him (j) ; 
and the prayer of the wieked is an abomination to (r) 
him. 

I cannot conclude this iedion without earneftly 
defiring all Mothers and Aunts well to confider 
thefe things, and inftead of leading their Daughters 
and Neices about to Balls, Plays, Card^ 
Ta b l e 9, &c. to bring them up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord{s)y and fee that their rtlax- 
atiixis are fucb as Chriftians may innocently take ; 
but, in general, {o little do they reflefb on the guilt 
they hereby pull down on their own heads, that 
many dear children of God have been forcibly 
compelled to go to tbde nurleries of fin and vice 
by their carnal relations ; I mean, not only by fuch 
as are notorioufly wicked,' but even by the more 
decent formalifts, who can pity carelefs finners; 
and rail at the degeneracy of the age, whiUl ^eir 
greateft uneafinefs is to fee the true marks of real 
piety in any of their family. 

{q} Matt. XV. 8* (r) ProT. jbcviii. 9.. 

(i) Eplu vi* 4. 

SECTION 
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BESIDES all this, what can be more full and 
perfualive than thofe words of St Paul^ Be 
ye foUawirs ^f tne^ ^en as 1 alfo am of Chrift {s) ? 
And again, Jhffi things which y^ have both iearned^ 
Und receivisd 4nd beard and feen in nn^ do (/) . fFhat-^ 
foever ye^ d\>; do all to the glory of God [u)^ &c. I 
know it is eafy to put fmooth, glofly interpretations 
tipon thefe and <»ther texts of Scripture, and (b to 
^ccon^modate the whole Bible to the manner in 
which we choofe to live, inftcad of conforming 
«ur lires tb the Bible ; which many are bold 
enough to do, and fo wrejl the Scriptures to their 
mm (af) defiruSlion * ; but I think it would be ra- 

D 2 ther 

■ ■ < - 

Ji) I Cor. xi. I . {t) Phil, iv, g. 

{«) 1 Cor. X. 35. (x) 2 Pet. iii. i6. 

w 

•'** It is amassing how fome peoole (efpecially iucb as have, a 
namt i9 Uift and are d0ad) will twiH and torture >the Scriptures, 
i|i or4et' to luring the .meaning of texts to the ideas alread;^ 
formed in their minds, and to-lull themfelves into a wretched 
ficurity; whQft by dividing their hearts between* God and the 
world, they are buried in lukewarmnefs and blinded by forma-' 
liQr. . Thus almoii every cxpvefiion in the whole book of Qod, 
that enjoins an holinefs of life beyond what fuits their tafte and 
convenience* they either tell you is confined to primititve titnts^ 
or is not to be taken in a literal fenfe. And when neither of thefe 
Jalvti^s will ferve their torn, rather thaiv fufFer their eyes to be 
opened to fee the naked date of their fouls, they will quarrel 

with the tranflation. , So that fetting afide what is confined to 
primitive times, what is not to be taken in a literal fenfe, and 
what is not translated according to the fancy of men ef corrupt 
minds i Chridianty now-a-days, w*ou!d be deprived of no incon^ 
iidcrable part of God'& word. 
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ther more prudent, if they would firft make it ap- 
pear, that when the holy Ghoft fays one thio^ he 
means another, otherwife, till it can be proved tlut 
this holy Apoftle y^ent to B a L i< s^ (the ?ery irtcn 
of which is even fhocking to conceive) and fh|| 
they tend to promote the glory of God % how can 
it poiTibly be thought lawful for us to go to them, 
who are fo fblemnly called upon to imiufte him^ and 
(o make the glory of Gpd the end pf all oQr adions I 

It may be objeded, that you are not called upon 
to be %n Apoftle* I anfwer, that though you are 
iK>t called to be an Apoftle \ yet you are as much 
called upon ,tQ be a fervant and child of God, to 
h a mw creature in Cbrijl Jefus {y^ t$ perfsff hoti^ 
nefs in the fear of God (2), to Jirive /i; enter in at 
the Jlrait gate {a)^ znd to adorn the doSrine of God 
our Saviour in all things (i), as any of the Apoftlea 
are 5 nor can you, without renouncing both Reafbn 
and Religion, indulge yourfelf in any pr^iftice that 
appears to you totally inconfiftent witn the piety 
of any other Chriftian whatever, and at the fame 
time fancy that you 4re abftaining from all appear-* 
^nce of evil y, and arc of the number of thofe, wbojh 
fpirit and foul and bodyfkall be prefervedblamelefs 
mto the coming of our Lord Jefui Chrifi (c)^ , 

But methinks you are by this time ready to fay, 
«« Whjy if ibis be the cafe^ we mpjf fen fecjnde 4ur^ 
*< fehves from all fociety^ bid farewel $0 cbearfulnefs 
^^ and relaa^ationfy^ J^ut ourfeh^es up in eonvents^ 

. *^ and 

(y) 2 Cor. V, 17, {%) 2 Cor. vli. i. 

(a) Matt. vii. 13 {^) Tit. U. 10, 

(cl i Thcff. V, 235, 23. 



«^ and fi httmne mdmcboly mopes j avd dk cf. fbe 

But iioi. imVtt&iA hot $ tiioughe ib detDgatoiy 
from the3«(xsMirt£Chrift and hbgofpel: fprChn^ 
iUanity does . tit onte tend (o promote chcfarfulAefs 
and to improve Society ; and the blelfed Author of 
it» to far JFcoiti countenandng a monkifh feclufion 
fiom our ftlloW-creamresv is reprefented a$ going 
dboM doif^ good id)f that we who bear his name 
Jbould f(h walk evm m bo. walked {e) ; and St P4UI 
/eomtp^ikla hi^ beloved Timolbyi for havif^ tnade A 
good profeffidn before many wiinejfes {f)\ now whe- 
ther thofe who attend Balls, Plays^ &fc arc 
thereby gowg about doing good^ or makifig 21 goodpfo-^ 
feffi^n brfori many wiinejfes^ I apprehend need$ bd 
long time.tQ ^^rcnm I b^t .permit nleDO: fa/, 
that th<^r perfons are u^Qur ftrstfigert txk 4rue re« 
ligiorti who iQq^kuponijt w.ft,iTKl(ancJit)I|iife^ 
or deftruftive of any focial dufiy wlhatei^* r 0*rtmft 
it IS) that every real Chriilian mud be ferioils iSnd 
thoughtful, muft often ieek rettrem<!nt, and be 
frequent in prayer, felf-examination, and all thd 
exercifes of gpdlinefs: but then he will not look 
upon the time that is thus ^nt as tedious, bpt as 
by f^ the tjmA happy houiB of his life, j^d the 
' reafon why fp few find any real happine^ vgi religion, 
is^ becaufe they have only juft enough to deceive 
themfelves, and to make it a burdi^n to ihemi 
whereas would they cordi^ly ^ and without referve^ 
I give up their hearts to God^ they would then ex^ 

perience 

(f/> Adt X. 38. ley I Joha ii. 6^ 

{/) 1 Tim. vi, iz. 
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I^erience timi f^cui wUeb fajgfHb «// underjiani- 
i^S{g)> ^"d foon be convinced that thc'plca&icsof 
the world aiie as empty and dehifive, as thofe which 
wc denve fe>m Goid are true and fubftandal. : 
. If fuch a thing as per&d felicity is attainable in 
this world, muft it not confift in having all thofe 
paflioits and tetKHp^s allayed, which are not only 
hurtful to our own pcacei but to the good of fo- 
ciety ? in havings our natures raifed to the higheft 
ckgrec of perfcftion they are capable of in our pre- 
fent unbodied ftate s in the enjoyment of fwect 
eommunion with God, as our reconcHed fiiend and 
father ? in the {mft df our adoption as beirs wiib 
€brifi (b) f and in the ^anticipation of thofe pleajura 
wbUb are a^ Gofts tight-hand {i)^ and of which 
l^e tsue believer is to be made partaker throu^ 
alhthe boundkfs ages of eternity ? And zxt thefe 
chWigS'likdiy to promote melancholy! Is this a 
ftate lo much to be dreaded ! ^ 

♦ If Indeed by-focicty be meant thofe companies 
w^erdn God \s forgotten^ or what is worfe, wherein 
he is diflionoured ', I readily grant that no Chri*^ 
ftiah will voluntarily mix himfelf with fuch, ex- 
cept it be with that hobleft of all views, a dcfirc 
tf benefiting their fouls, and ^reading a favour- 
rf Itligidus knowledge amongft them; Again, if 
by relaxations be meant Balls, Plavs, and other 
diVerlions of the like nature, it is certain that with 
whatever eagemels the£ may be purfued by fuch as 
are ftrangers to more xxaked joys, yet they^are as 

incapablQ 

f^) Phil. iv. 7, (*) llom; M f// 

(/) JPf^E^. XVi. 12. * • • . li 
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k^capable of fadsfying one who has received the 
grai;/ df God in truth {k)^ as a phildfopher is inca-' 
pable of being pleafed >vith the toys and rattles of 
a baby. Nay more, fo for would thefc things be 
io from affording matter of amufement to an humble 
follower of the cruciified Jefos, that it would be 
inflifting a fevere punifhment ufpon hini, and muft 
needs ftrike a damp into his afFedlionate heart, to' 
6blige him to be prefent at them ; and that with 
much more reafon than it wbuld affed him to 
fee a condemned criminal, inftead of beftowing a' 
thought upon his wretched ftate ot accepting the 
pardon that was freely offered him, Ipend the 
whole night in rattling his fetters for his own and the 
diverfion of his fellow-prifoners, not knowing but 
the next moming he might be dragged to the 
place of exefcution, 

I leave the difcerning reader to mal^e what aj)-* 
plication of this he thinks proper, and pioqeed ta 
the fourth Sc&ion, concluding the prefent with 
the words of that great genius and divine. poet 
Doftor Tounz. 

^^ We need not buy oiif fuin'v^ith our cifkh?, 
** And give Eternity to murder Titpc. ! . . 

SECTION THE FOURTH. 

V 

CHriiiianity confifts not in any form of duties^ 
but in . a temper and fpirit of growing con- 
formity to Jefus Chrift. It is, as our Lord himfelf 

• • ' . . / . ... .afllircsi 

(i) Col. i. 6, 



^rcs ys, the ii^dam of God mihht Hf Q)^ cv^ 
that Kingdom which Js ri^buoufnefi^ andjy, and 
^ce in Jbc holy Ghoft (m). It is na «ternal» 
fWnpou?, thing.; // c&metb not by i^hfervatiofi^ 
(ffciV '^.H'>i\Hi^*^) w//i? outward Jhew^ but it is an 
inward change wrought in the fpul by the Spirit 
of Gp^, a change whereby we who are hy nature 
cbildren of wratb (»), do become tbe children of 
gracfy and' are made partakers of the divine nature (o)^ 
A change whereby we become one with Cbrijty and 
Cbriji with uu whereby Chrift doth dwell in usy and 
we in binu according to the prayer which he him- 
fclf offered up to the Father for all that fl^oujcj 
believe in his name, with that faith which is tbegifi 
and operation of Qod (p). It is fuch an Union witji 
Chri^ our headi as there is between a vine and tbi 
hrancbes {q) ; between the bu/band ^/id wife(r) > fe- 
tween a building and every ft one of tbat bjuilding {f) j 
between a body and every membef 6f tbat Ifody (/)• 
In Ihort, it copfifts in havrng Cbrift ^rmed in us'^ 
and living in us («) : 61-, as the feme Apoftle fays in 
another place j it isCbrifi' in us the bope tfgkry (x). 

This great change is further reprefented to ps in 
Scijpmw wdfir thp df€i% im^igef ^ a ne^ crea* 
tion (j)y of a dead man being raifed tQ li/k{z)^ of a 

man 

(/) Lnkexvii. 20y'2i< (m) Jtoqi. 3^. tj. 

(ff) Eph. ii. 3.' (o) z Pet. i. 4. 

if) John xvii. ai, zz, aj. (y) John xv. 4^ 5. . ^^ 

(r) Eph. r. 23, (iC (/) Eph. ii. 19, 20, zf, ^^ 

(/) Eph. iv. 16.— V. 30.^ I Pet. K. 4^5. 

t»} Gal. iv, 19.— ii. zo. {x) Col.i. 37. 

(7) z Cor. V. 1 7. GaL vi. 1 5. ^) Eph. ii. t * t Pet. ir. &^ 
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man being awakened out of a deep Jleep (a). It is 

alfa fet forth under the figure of being brought out 

of darknefs into a marvellous light (Jt) -, and being 

tranflated into that Ipiritual kingdom which Chrift 

credbs in the hearts of all his people, to make them 

meet to b^ partakers of the inheritance of the faints in 

light (d). It is fuch a change, that from being 

aliens and enemies^ wc become real heirs and friends 

(f). It is a crucifixion of that corrupt nature 

which we have from yidam^ called in Scripture 

the old man (/^, and a putting on a nev) nature^ 

which we derive from Chrift the fecond Adam^ 

called in contradiftinftion, the new man (g), whereby 

thofe holy dilpofitions and tempers which we loft 

by the fall are in great meafure reftored, and the 

foul is renewed after the image of him that created 

him (b). Old things are paji away^ behold ! all 
things are become. new {i). 

And now the man thus created anew\ and begotten 
again to a lively hope {k)y is looked upon as dead, and 
rifen again in another fenfe. As before he was 
alive to the world, ^and dead to the thing3 of God, 

fo now he is dead to the world, and alive to the 
things of God ; * conformed to Chrift in the likenefs 
of ins deatby by a death unto fin'; and in the likenefs 

E of 

(fi) Eph. V. 14. 

{c) I Pet. li. 9. {d) Col. i. 1 2, 13. 

(/) ]Pph. ii. 12,13. Col- ^*i- (/) Rom. vi.6. Gal.fi. 

Roxn. v.io.— viii. 17. 20.— v. 24.— vi. 14/ 

'(g) Eph. iv. 22, 24. {h) Col. iii. 10. 

{$) 1 Cor. V, 17. (i) 1 VQt i. 3, 
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« 

of bis refurreSion^ by rifing again unto rightc^ 

oufiicfs (/;. 

Although thcfe expreffions are extraAed from 
the word of God, yet they are by fome impipufly 
treated as enthufiaftical fancies and chimeras •» and 
by others as relating only to the CQnvcrfion of fuch 
as lived in pagan times \ as if faith were nothing 
more than a fpeculative affent.to the external 
evidence of the Gofpd, and as if the fame divine 
power were not neceffary to open the naturally 
dark underflanding of one as of another, whether 
he happen to be born in a Chriftian country or not 2 
for as a truly pious author * obferves, " Outward 
•* difcoveries of truth, till inwardly received, can m^ 
<< more profit, than the fun in the firmament can 
*< give fight to the blind ; but when that fame 
^' God who commanded the natural ligbt to Jbine oui 
*« of darknefsy Jhinetb in our hearts^ to give us tbe 
** ligbt of tbe knowledge (f tbe glory of God in tbe 
*« face of Jefus Cbrift {m) i then in his light we 
*• truly_ fee light, and the two witnefles agree to* 
*« gether, as face anfwercth to face in a glafs/^ 
I^owever, it is a melancholy truth that thefe 
things are very little undcrftood or attended to ; 
and hence it is that there is io terrible a decay of 
inward vital religion, and that piety is meafured by 
(hew and profeOion : hence it is that thoqfands run 
into the ftrangdt abfurdities, and by a mixture of 

holy 

^/) Rom. vL 5. Col. ii. 12.— lii. i, 3. 
* The Rev, Mr Hartky^ Refior of fHrnvici in Noriimf- 

(w) t Cor, iv. 6. 



I. 

lioly^dpttes, and a ro^nd of vaii) atnqfememsy comr 
' |)Qfe atnodeycbafafter^ which, whilft by.itsdcr 
ceScy it gatns^bee^m of the world,, and flipports 
the pride of IbrmflUty, is. utterly deft«ute etf every . 
inteirol principle of ihc 4ivine life, . A litik de^ 
yelcqxBi^ni: . iD^y -iP^r^b^s place this c|iara<aer in 
a iBprf . ftrikii^ lighf, \ I will fuppofe you, what 
you fuppofe ypurfelf, a very good Ja^t of body : Aj 
lucb, you make it a-conft^t pfacSkice to g^ to the 
Sacramem^ yet yourCOBtiaue to allow ^yourfelf in 
vihsx the. world, catl?^ ifs IWverfipns^ Balls^ 
As s? B| B.i. iJEs, &?i-. iJhoMld . I ^flc you . hoiy 
yoK^ can thiak i:heiib:t^^g^ confiftenf, you will tfU 
me, that if the one is necelTafy, the other is Iihh:)^ 
<:ent. But pray how comes it to pafsj^ if you think 
it thus innocent, that you choofe, among the other 
parts of the preparation for ibe S4cramenl^ to abft^in 
tbaf week from Balls and places of £ntertain7 
ment ? Is there not a confcioufnefg in your , hearty 
that there is a manifefl; iaconliilence, for the fame 
peifons, within a few days diftance, to lisad up a 
Dance, and kneel at the Lord's Table -; to Iparkle 
to-night amidft the train of pleafure, and follow 
with the greateft delight the found of a fiddle, and 
to-morrow to fall proftr^ate before a crucified 
Saviour, pouring forth tears, whilji you look on hin^ 
whom you have ^ier^edy and mourn (n) ? . Now, ab- 
furd as tbis.is, it is tbp piviftice of many who would 
pafs for devoid t. ludeed,^ according to the.prefent 
iyftem of lukewaimuefs, :>^ to go to the Lord's 
Supper tbree UmfiS 4 year Is by the 7noJl judged 

E 2 piety 

.(») Zcch. •XII. To. ... 
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piety faflicjent, and to attend a manibfy Communion 
is godlirtefs above the common IcVel, this may dp 
well enough, and the ielf-denial is not great. For 
fuppofmg a weekly B AL^, at the worft, they would 
ortly twelve times in the year be abient from it. 
But now fuppofe thefe ahfenters ffom B^^lls the 
Communion-week, had lived nearer the primitive 
times, when they not only on the firft day of the 
week jUfembled far breakings ef hread^ and for - 
fray try but from botife to baufi (o)^ through the 
weeki remembered tbeir Lordrs deatb^ till be come ; . 
they muft either have entirely given up their Ball, 
or been utterly deluded, itom the Communion 
of the faithful. .;./.. 

To enter z Bali-room ' oh the Ihirfday of the 
Paffion-week, the day before the crucifixion of the 
Lord of life and glory, would certainly be reckoned 
profine by thofe who have the loweft notions of 
the Chriftian Religion. It would indicate an un* 
common inlenfibility to that aftonifhing Sacrifice, 
and great careleflhefs about the efFeds of it. But 
is it hpt the Chriftian's duty to remember this 
^ery day gf his life, and to live under the influ- 
ence, arid in t|ie view of that awful tranfaftion, as 
much as on th^ T'bur/day of the PafTion-week ? I 
belieye the Scriptufe will npt give' you the leaft 
reafon to fuppofe, that what would be profane 
fhen, would not at any otl^er fealbn be unbecoming 
%\\c fbi^l, who is always enjoined to be looking for and 
bajling. mtq the eon^ng of fbe day of the Lsrd (/), and 

remembers 
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remembers him at his table for this very pKipofc^ 
that he taacj cotstinually have Hs Imns girt^ andUs 
tight burning ; and be bimfelf be as one that waiteth 
for the bridegroom^ f»ben be will return to the 
tnarriage {q). 

CaQ it be doubted, whether or no, what is ac* 
knowledged to iadiipofe our hearts for waiting 
uplon God, and unfits us for the duties of love 
which wc owe each other, ought to be avoided by 
thoferwho are commanded to be ready for evjery 
good word and work {r) ? 1 have fpoken before of 
the indifpofition for prayer which fuch amufe- 
ments occafion ; I would add a word more with 
regard to another fbciai duty. Should you receiv^e 
a mefliige from any near friend or relation, whilft 
you were in the middle of a Dance, that he was 
very ill, and defjred once. more to 'receive the 
pledges of a Saviour's love, before he went to his 
bofom, iitt> .more to drink of the fruit of the vine 
till he Jboutd drink it new with Cbrift in the kingdom 
of bis Father (s) y that as you were near and dear to 
him, your company would be defirable, that he 
might here take as it were a folemn farewel of 
you, till you ihould meet again 5 . 1 fuppofe you 
would not think yourfelf in a proper ftate to be a 
meet partaker of this holy Ordinance, after having 
been talking for hours together of nothing but 
vanity ; as " How prodigioujly warm it is ; hovf 
^^'well or ill fuch a Lady looks y what a flmking 

*' fig^^^f^^^ ^ ^^ i^ 5 "^^^l ^ fw^^tfilk Jhe has on^ 

«* and 

(^) Luke xii, 35, 36. (r) Tit^ iii. I. 

(/) M/ltt. xxyi, 29. . . 



*?' anid hBV} genfedy Jbe is dreffid i htm many coupUi 
»« there are^ bow ma^ pmfy jyMiefbaw been 
^ eatted^ haw Mifi fuch an one and her farina 
*^ JliHedii atvay together^ and much moire of the 
« Xikt comtfhtiOTi to the ufe of edifying :''^ Confider 
ftri6ufly whether after fuch a fcenc yoa w6idd not 
tllive caufe to fear, that were you called to deceive 
the Commumon of the body and blood of Cfarift» 
you fhould eat and drink unwortUly^ and conie<- 
quently damnation to yourfelf{t) \ and that'therefore 
you muft refiife the lail kind ofEce to your dying 
friend 5 and if fo, you may eafily difcover, that 
whatever in ymir .cbndu£b occa^ona this, is /as 
utterly ioconfiftent with true charity, and love 
of y0Uf brother^ as it is contrary to the doty and 
lo¥c you owe to Chrifi; and God. 
• Yoo will fay^ pcrhq)S, there h a time for aU 
thmgt V (though in the u& you make of diefe words 
you. horridly pervert their meaning. *) In anfwer, 
I would alk, wbetlkr there is a time to fw^ and 
whether a Chr^an can ever innocently allow 
himfeif in any practice whereby tibe temper of his 
heart is .fo far difcompofed, a& to unfit him for a 
tommunion of Saints, and fellowfbip with, the 

Fadjer 

(/) I Cor. xi. 29. » 

, * Solomon^ who had perhaps drank deeper draughts «f worldljr 
pkafure than any perfon either before or lince his time, after 
(declaring that all earthly things, arc empty and dekifive, pro^ 
<ceds to fhew that nocwithftanding this* the generality, of peopk ^ 

Ve wholly taken up in the purfuit of them ; and yet there are 
fome who would fo grofly mifinterpret the words of this great 
Penitent, as to make him countenance thofe veiy thiiigs which 
J^e affirms to be orfy 'vanity and pe^catkn o/Jfirif, . -, 



er MI& t^^f And whether if dieath fbMk^ 
him in this ftatc, he? rtiuft not neccflarilf be ex- 
cluded from both for ever ? A thought that defdrvi^s* 
tjie Moft awakened attention ! 
- Hlairing fllewn in hbw greac degree the dirfcrfiow 
of B ALU indifpofes us for the d^Kies we owe both m 
God irtd dtrr neighbour, as well as its utter inconflft- 
encc' with that HumilHy, meckriefe and poverty of fpi^ 
rit whicJh the'Go^el indifpenfably requires; I fltell 
qimclu Je this' Seftion with obferving thM, mkhy who 
itt rtaighty advocates for Balls would neVctthddft 
t6u3y exclaim againft th^rife femiRaritids 'whfeh ait 
always fra^Kfed at thortv asf palpable viblations of 
Afc liWs of ihocfef^y i we*fe' they to fee tltem pat itt 
ei^ctxtidA hj a eom^anyl df yMng people of differ- 
ent fe«S where Ac founddf * fiddle Was ^feritifig to 
drown Teflc6lSoiri. Moitbyer I doubt mt fcut tfceit 
ire many Latfjesv whd Without hefitation fufief thcfe 
Qtoties td^be tifcen with them in rf public aifembly- 
rdom, <h« wOtrfrf Wsgfcly refeitt tikjrti if thdy WWe ncft 
attthorie^ uttdcr ^poiiffied mmc of DANCmc. 
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WHAT Mdi.is.ther^jctf ^nfmott ar^iamnu 
agsunft the unchriftian diverfioa of Balls ? 
iBwft <hac WbKi.Jkavt laid: ^veafd|y i»&£Bckinf to 
convioce every reirfbnabk p^fim (bat they ara a 
iemdal to aChrifttait Muntfy* . | pcoceed therefbmio 
enol^int Ik>w it coaieti tof aftis tUm the witikedoefs, of 
BUtu i» fd iittici Mic^i8e4 dMt m4ri^. iocfmTidtea^ 
mctt^meanjng periofiSi coti^uetagoitochemwtthouc 
eiTcr betogfrnfibfo how gr^at afia they coitimifiJn fo 
diMAg ] l.fay^ bow griat ^ Bof d)ey mmwki be^tde 
though 4i^, m4y not ba GMfcious of any fin a( jdl, 
yeftwilMigiiwliKfeiano|A^l^lniio(X»CQ: Elfet^e 
Je^hadi baenguikjhof ii»«riq^in cmcifyitig die 
J^ of liffj nor St Paul in perlecuting Chrift and his 
CfaurOh I who neverthelefs ftiks bis&lf on that ac- 
count 



46 /^,j^rffiirM^JIft^:(i,^(ig^JSe§^ 

felf aiTuft^^fls, to tbQfe,yery:fin9 he.pQn?fni;ted ig^- 
norantly.:.. , , , , /i .,f . . \ 

The principal caufe why the wcikednpf^. of Bali^ 
is fo Iktte jatteiKjed xoi i$ tHcir having bcenfo Iwg 
eftablifhe^li . and ffeqti€nted^% ib many , p^dple wW, 
make an outward ^^ of Re^igjion j which 'lnclin€^^^ 
perfons to think thatacuftom fet Vp.S$/jt were by law, 
in a nation p.rofeffing/mthiin.theiiapieof Jrf^ 
countenanced even by.fucb: as ^are efteen>ed pious. 
Chrifl^^ns, can neither J?eifH>ft;I ip itjl^fv nor attended' 
with apy perniciiQUs cf nfeqijences :, But; aUitile con^- 
^deration will cpovincie us of the fal%y ;of. fuch reajn 
(oping ; . for it. muft l^q ; fillb)^, t\^ .no cuftoia in J 

it(etf firtfMU (as. I h^y<?i^ful|y proved t$at i^ ft^iis ta ^ 
hf). can.aker. its.naOjireViJ^ither by being Joag.efta,-. 
bli^4>j.'?yjMingfct::up^5i^a^Clu'a^ or ber, 

c^uff 4t:is^confo;?n^;ito by %h as. .^re jailed, fo^i 
Cb^iftim^ri ;bHtPP fjje\;9mr^ry,- thp-gu%,^^^^ % 
v^batc ver is : agg5^v;a!¥(^ in prc^rti^n, to the time ^h 
have fc^r refleftiop, antj thfeUgh^k^^ avoid, 

ing it; and there is no reafon to dcJubt but that the 
Devib takj^s ^ far grejaiter Xatisfa6tjon in feeing people 
fall into his fnares in a land where Chriftianity is the 
eftabtilh^ Religion, tban in a nation of Pagans 0: 
^aboni^ions: • '- .;•'>'.* . . :/ .: ./ 
' Furtherv^ would we fdrioully confider how ilrangely 
cuftom .metam6!rphdf6& jthe nature of: things in th^ , 
minds of weak people, and what ^'extravagan* 
cies all its vot^4e^ myft ine^tably fall into; 
^ould we confider, this, I am petfuaded wd ihouM 
mot fuffer ourfelves to be hurried away by a : blind 
iconfopmity to its laws , without weighing tho 
fatal :contequen^es ; which is the cafe With fuch 
«niuMtudes,: who are contoitedtp do wrong, meer- 
ly becaufe others have done fo before them ; and 
becauie they never fufpeft that £> many peopfe 
' • '• f>. whjd 

(h) \ Tim i. I5» ■ 



Wlio are looked upoa as good Cbriftians^ are all thi) 
Whik kading them to perdition. 

For inftanc?, SuHday in Popiih countries is the 
thieidBy for Harfe-races J Play s^ Balls, Cards, &C; 
and thei?e are few Papifts who think there is any 
more harm in going to thefe diverfions on a Sunday i 
than on any other day I hecaufe cuftom makes noi 
difference between them ; whereas in England many 
who- make no. fcruple of being prefent at thefe en- 
tertainments on a week-day, would yet look uport 
&ny body as monftroufly wicked^ that, flwyld eri- 
deavoor to perfoade them to go to an Horfe^rdce, a 
Play, a Ball, os a Cardriaile, ojq a Sunday. . 

In like manner, fome centuries ago, had ofld 
Chriftianvpropofed to another to take him to capet 
Wl night at a Ball, he would either have thought! 
him mad, or that inftead of renouncing all thi 
fompi and vanities of thi3 kicked world (j(), he in-* 
tended to renounce his- Chriftianity. 

Thus we fee that cuftom is well calldd a i^cotid 
hatlire. Cuftom has the mighty power of con4 
founding right and wrong, and in the eyes of ^ 
dqluded. world can turn virtues into vkes^ apd 
tices into virtues. -• Cuftom has transformed that 
heavenly virtue ofhuntility, which the Son of God 
"W^ praftiifing all the while he wa§ ort earth, into 
tneannefs offpirit, and has conftitmed hitn alone a 
tnan of honour, who pays his gamtrig-debtSj and 
fcorfts to forgive an injury. Cuftom efteems un- 
tKaUity to be little or no fault in a man, yet eufton* 

F efteemi 



^ A > ' . 1 t 



{x) Baptifinal VoW. 
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efteems it fo heinoufly criminal in a woman, that 
none of her own lex (though perhaps ten thou&nd 
times more wicked than herfclf ) will ever aflbciate 
with her ; no, not even though (he gives the moft 
evident proofs of a fincere repentance. Whereas 
if ftie was as full of pride, envy, ill humour and 
cenlbrioufnels as fhe could hold, and had every 
other diabolical temper concentered in her, yet if 
Ihe was free from the fin of incontinence, cuftom 
would neverthelcfs fufFer her to ^2&for a woman of 
firia Virtue. 

Thefe are a few inftances of the power of cuftom 
in our Chriftian land. And yet how few do we 
find, who do not willingly bow down to this be- 
witching: idol ? Alas ! few indeed. Shall we then 
tamely follow every blind guide that aflfumes the 
name of a Chriftian ? Or fliall we rather make the 
unerring word of God our rule of life ? Surely we 
cannot hefitate in the choice. 

Indeed r think it may with great truth be 
affirmed, that the formal nominal Cbrifiian is an 
adverfary we have more need to guard agabft, than 
either the frofejfed Atbeiftj or the moft abandoned 
Profligate \ becaufe we fufpe6t no harm from the 
former, but are ready to fly from the latter as from 
a toad or ierpent. // is not an open enemy ^ faith the 
Pfalmift, that bath done me this dijhonour^ for then 
I could have horn it ; nAlher was it mine adverfary^ 
for ibeny peradventure^ I would have bid myfelffrom 
him \ but it was thou^ my companion^ my guide y and 
my own familiar friend {j). Satan is never fo likely 

to 

{f] Pfal.iv. I?. 
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to fucceed with thofe whom he cannot prevail upon 
to run into any grofs fins, as when he transforms 
bimfelf into angei of light (2 ) •, under which mafk 
he has always many ufefiil agents in the world, by 
following whole examples there is too much realbn 
to fear, that numbers of ibuls have been ruined to 
all eternity, who never fo much as fufpefted their 
dariger, till it was too late to retrieve their fatal 
error. ... 

But how fhould it be otherwife, whilft in the 
depraved age we live in, multitudes are looked 
upon as good Chdftians, whom our holy anceflors 
would liot have admitted to their communion ? 
yet thefe modern faints give into the follies arid 
vanities of the world without the leaft hefitation 5 
and thereby become ftumbKng-blocks to many in- 
experienced fouls, who feeing fuch people ido- 
lized for their Religion, think they may be very 
fefe under the fanftion of fuch approved examples : 
but furely little need be faid to demonftrate the ab* 
furdity of fuch a conclufion ; fince, as I obferved 
before, there can be no other rule of pradtice but 
the infallible word of God ; therefore, if we fee 
any perfon chime in with luch cuftoms as are to- 
tally oppofite to the Divine precepts therein con- 
tained, whatever that perfon may be in the opinion 
of the world, and of his own deceitful hearty he is 
by no means a proper model for a Chriftian to copy 
after, who is called upon by all his hopes of Hea- 
ven to walk in the paths of that Saviour, who left 
Ui an example that we fiould follow bis fteps{a) : fo 

F 2 that 



(k) 2 Cor. xi« 14. 



(a) I Pet. ii. 21. 
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that the great pattern propofed to our imitation, i% 
that of Chf ift himfelf ; and it is o\ir co^ftant an^ 
undoubted duty to imitate him to the very utnwft 
of our abilities, and in the fame degree that thfj 
primitive Chriftians did j for the lam^e Jesus died 
for us, that died for them, and if we cxpedb the 
fame* reward, he expefts the fame obedience ; yet fo 
different are the lives of the generality of Chriftiansi, 
now, from what they were in the firft ages of the 
Church, that the fpirit of the Gofpel is nearly cxr 
tinft in moft of its profeffors, who feem to look 
upon the imitation of Chrift as a chimerical thing, 
find to fuppofe that the holinefs of the firft Chrif? , 
ftians is rather to be admireid than attained by us, - 
Were St Ignatius, St Polycarp, Sx Gy.}rian, 05 
gny other of thofe pious Fathers, to rife from the 
dead, and take a view of our metropolis, and after 
having Ipent fome time in it, to hear by chance 
tJiat it was a Chriftian city, that the inhabitants of 
it were ingrafted into th^ Church by Baptifm, and 
profefled themfelves to be djfciples of th© blefled 
Jesus ; judge, if you can, how great would be the 
furprife of any of thefe holy men at fuch an account., 
I am apt to think they would with great difficulty 

• be made to credit, it ; a plain proof how far the 
power of cuftom and example may be prevalent 
to caft a blindnefs over fuch as profefs and call them" 
fdves Chriftians \ a blindnefs ten thoufand time^ 
more dreadful than Egyptian darknefs, inafmuch ^& 

' ^t is more deplorable to have a veil drawn over th^ 
?y^sof oujr fouls than over the eyes of pur l?odi ^ 
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SECTION THE S I X T fc[. 

HAVING ihewn that the reafon why many 
people aire. apt to fancy ifcey can go to Ralls 
without conrnutting any fin, is wtircty owing to 
the force piwftom and example r, I wouU now beg 
Jeave to offer a forious admvmHon toaU (iich as.^fea'vn 
hitherto been frcqwnters of them, and ^re a«iy way* 
fsoncerhed about their everlafting welfare. 

Now fmcc the power of cuftom and^ ^xampk is 
^ gt«at, and fo much id^pend« upo&<m xscmSoan^ 
ing orJnot ctoforniing to it^ ' Jet ihe intwat ybii^ ih 
live^words of the bddved difeiple^ ti^ h bclie(tfeMi^ry. 
^titj, iut'io try tUfpn'iU "ta^tUr 4bcy ate 4fG{fd'^% 
K-GnfA ip«H^ fiiffer ^vourfelf \to be ted br them t 



llemenrber 4hat Chrift hurifctt bath tt^W us, 
Mt every one thtt faiib Lardy Lcrdy ftmU eider \imi» 
the kingdm ^of heaven, :iut he )hat doeib the vrili.rf. 
bis Rieber wbkbis in heavenic)y and. whfl«»vcr a 
fleepy confcience may perftiade any man to tinidc of 
himfelf, baJaiife he fees many in his own <^nioa 
w©rfc, yet St \Baul telb us, not betbm cimimmidetb 
Jmfelfis approvsdi but wbm tbeLsrdcomnexdeib(d:ji 
;md our Sawiourrfeys in another if^ce, tbat vXSich is 
b^bly^ efteemed amongft men, is abomination in the 

Jigbt of Gad'^e^* 

Now the: word of truth affura U3, that ioie car-, 
pally minded h^'deatbif), ibat-tbefrkni/hip of tba 

(i) I Jqhniv.iJ (f)!Matt.viL«i. 

{d) a:Ci»i X. 18. W^Matt. xvi. i $• 

(/) Roinuviiii. ^. 
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v)(irld is enmity with God{g)^ that we muft neither 
love tbewOrld^ nor the things that are in fbetvarldi 
that if any man lave the worlds the Ime of the Father, 
is not in him (h) : that the end of thofe who mind 
earthly things is deJiruSion (i) : that if aty man 
have not the Spirit of Chrift^ he is none of bis {k) : 
that as many as are led by the Spirit of Godj they are 
the Sons of God (I) : that the fruits of the Spirit are 
Jove J Joy J peace ^ lang-fuffering^ gentknefs^ goodnefs^ 
faithy meeknefsy temperance (m) : that unlefs Chriji be 
inus^ we are reprobates (n) ^ that wbatfoever we da 
in word or in deed^ we muji do all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father 
lybifn{o): that we muft he holy in all manner of 
eonverfation {p) ; andjhall be called upon to give an 
account of every idle word at the day (f judgment (;) ; 
that we muft in any wife rebuke our * neighbour ^ and 
noifufferjin upon bim (r) ; that our fpeech muft be 
always with grace {s)^ and our communication be 
to the ufe of edifying^ fit to mimfter grace unto the 
hearers (f): that our converfation muft be in heaven (u)^ 
andfucb as becometh the Gofpel ofCbrift{x). 

As thefe paflages are only a fmall fpecimen of 
the conftant language of our Saviour and his 
Apofiles, wh^t pretentions can they have to the 

name 

\g) Jamee iv. 4. {b) i John ii. 1 5. 

(f*) PHilip. ill. 19. (k) RoQiuviii.9. 

(/) Rom. viu. 14. {m) Gal. v. 22. 

(«) 2 Cor. sail 5. (0) ColoiH iil. 17. 

{p) I Pet.i, 15. {q) Matt. zii. 36* 

(r) Lev. xU. 17. (i) Colofll iv. 6. 

(V EpheT. ir. 29. {u) Philip, iii. so. 
(;r) Philipt i. 27. 
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name of Chriftians, in whom fcarcely any of the 
before-mentioned marics are to be found ; info* 
much that they are as totally ignorant of the life 
and power of Religion, as a blind man is of co- 
lours ; and know no more of a change of heart, 
than they do of the change of earth for heaven, 
or of their natural f^ a fpirituat body ? yet fomc 
bow or other theie miferable felf deceivers contrive 
to keep confcience quiet by fbme formal external 
duties, and by flattering tbemfelves that as they 
have never been guilty of any grofs, enormous fins, 
they are as fure of heaven as if tjiey were there 
already ; litde thinking what a iea of iniquity their 
hearts are full of, and that the holy law of God 
condemns all thofe who have not fecured an inte- 
rdft in the Redeemer, for the leaft finful thought 
or indulgence, as well as for the moft notorious 
a&s of wickednefs ; the word of God being, as 
feith St Paul^ a difcerner of the thoughts and intents 
ef the heart {y\ and requiring truth in the inward 
parts (z). But though the -ApofUe tells them 
(b plainly that to be carnally-minded is death (a) ; 
that the friendjinp of the world is tnmity with 
God (b) ; and that if any man l^e the worlds the 
love of the Father is not in him (c) 5 yet they read 
theie alarming texts, with as much unconcern as if 
they had nothing to do with them ; whilft the fame 
love of this world, the fame attachment to its 
cuftoms, follies, and vanities, influence them as 

much 

0) Heb. it. 1 2. i%) PfaL It. 6.( * 

{a) RoAi. viH. 6. (A) James hr, 4. 

(r) i John H. I5» 
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nmch (if not more) than they influencie a Jew eft 
an He^theni How wide then are theft diQ)ofidons 
from that deadnefs to the worlds and that humble 
ehild-like temper, without which our Lord hath 
declared that we cannot mer into the hmgdom of 
beaum {d)f 

Again, when We are fo pofitively told in Scrips 
tiue, that unlefk Jefus^ Cbrifi be. in as me . are refro*^ 
bates {ey, and that if any man have noi tht Spirit of 
Cbrifti be is none of bis{f) ; yet far from having 
this Spirit of Chrift, or defiring to have it, there 
are many who are quite enraged againft then^ to 
whom it has pleafed the Lord to give his %uric $ 
and fancy that ib^ da Gad fenuice^ when they exs 
claim againft them as enlhufiafts, Ibols,, and mad-i 
men: hereby plainly proving thcmfdvcs ta.bi 
wme of CbfiJi*Sy but to be of tbo^ natural m^H 
who^ aa St Paul declares, canpat reai^o the tbing^ 
of the Spirit of God^ .b/icaufi tbejn are fotdiflmifi tffifa 
ibemig) ^ aod therefore (as the author o^ the book 
of Wifdom tetk us) aeeounti tbe life of tbe truly reU^ 
gious man to be madnefs(b). 

Moreover, when wcr are fo ftridly enjcdned to ex4 
hort one anotber daily (i) i to be holy in all m^nue^ 
of eonverjation {k]\ and to let our commmication be ta 
the ufe of edifying, fit ia mni/Ur grdee unto tbs 
bearers {l)% is it not amazing that multitude; of 
feuls fhould be f6 in&tuated as to fancy themfeivet 

(d) Matt, xviii. 3. {e) 2 Cor. xui. 5. 

{h) Wifi v^ 4. , (i> Hfib^ hL I3, , 
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m be in a Mt fta^, wkilft they live in a total neg- 
l^ o£ chefe expiefi commands^ and can fit and 
rack their invention to rake up all the nonfenficai 
chat of the town, and had rather talk for hours 
together upon tht moft trifling fubjefts, than for 
a moitient upon the me thing needful {m) ; infomuch 
that religms ccnverfaiioni which is fo efiential a 
part of our duty, and the delight of every true 
believer. Is altnoft the^ only kind of difcourfe that 
k excluded, not only in public companies, when 
k might not be always proper to introduce it, but 
even amongft intimate friends in thdr more re- 
ared hours. 

Now can there be a more difmal fign that there 
is not a fpark of Religion in fuch hearts? For 
v^ere tbt treafure 11, there will the heart be alfo (n) \ 
and 0Ut ^ the abundance, of the heart the nmuh 
fpaketh'i^); The Glutton's del%ht is to talk of 
eating \ the Drunkard's of drinking ; the Sports- 
man' s of hts hories and dogs, ' The moft agreeable 
tt^ic to a fine Lady is dreis and diverfions. And 
the Cbriftian is never lb happy, as when difcourfing 
about the things of God and his foul. This is an 
infkllibte touch ftone whereby we may try ourfelves^ 
therefore, wo unto thofe whofe hearts condemn 
them in this refpe£t. 

Neverthelefi, fo little true Religion is there 
among^ many formal Church-going people, that 
1 wifli if Were an exaggeration to lay, that they 
^ave not only a perfeft loathing to all holy isS^ 

G courfe. 



(tt) Imke X* 42, 



(ir) Matt, vi. 21. 
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courfe^ but would even look' with aftofiilhmeijC 
upon anjr perfi>n, and eithor think his head turned,, 
or th^t he was guilty of a breach of polite bdiar 
viour, (hould he dare in their prefence to mention 
the exceeding great love, of our Mafter^ and onfy 
Saviour Jefus Cbrift in dying for our Jim ♦, or even 
to introduce his facred Name, except in witty 
fayings ors profane exclamations. 

Theie are diitinguifiiing marks iifhereby the M- - 
minal profefibr § may be often difcemed ; let us 
now fee how thefe real enemies and utter i&angers 
to true religion are defcribed in Scripture. 

Solompn calls them a generation that are pure in 
their own eyies^ and yet not dean fed from their fUH'^ 
nefsi{p). . The prophet Ifaiahy and after him. our 
blefied Saviour, calls them a people that bonouretb 
him with their lipSy 'but their heart is far from bim ( j). 
Holy David exppftulates with them in the follow- 
ing words; fFbat baft thou to do to declare myfta^- 
tutfSy or that tboujhouldft take my covenant in thy, 
mouib ; feeing thou bateft inftruSHon^ and cafteft my 
wards behind thee {r) ? St Paul defirribes them, as 
having the form of gadlimfsy but denying the power 
tbeireof{s). It is faid of them. Rev. Hi. i, that they 

have a name to livef and are dead. 

And . 

* Communion Service. - 
{ Sieft thou one that is tfuifi in his o<wn concestf faith Salomon ? 
thiri is tuon hope of a fool than of bim\ b. of all perions what- 
ever the inord felf-righteous Pharifees are the moft unwilling 
to receive the Gofpel. The foundation of our reconciliation 
with Qcd. mail be laid in a. deep hcart*felt hiuniiiation u'li- 
ing.frojn a thorough fenfe of our original and adual guilt: 
\i!l this is the cafe, it is impoilible we can have any true longings , 
after the bleffings of Redemption, for they thett art nuhoUt that if, 
(thofe who think themi^es io) need not a Pbjfiei^tu^ hstt/hofi that 
are fickf as our Saviour himfelf afTures US. ' Mati/xx,\2» 
(p) Pfov XXX. It. ' (f) Ifa. xxix. l|. 

(r) Pfal. 1. 16, 17. (i) 2 Tim. iii- 5. 



f 
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And laftly^ they are thus defcribed, and the fol- 
lolrtng ti^emefldoifs fentence is pronounced agaiftft 
them by our Lx>rd himfelf, from the mouth of his 
hofly Angel, iCw.iii. 15^ 16, 17. Ikho^ tiyworfs^ 
that Pbou art nilther cold nor hot ; / would tb(fi ^ert 
Mid or bot*y fi then htcUUfe tbok art lukewarih^ and 
kfifher cold kor Bofy ludtl/pue thee out of thy thouihi 
bicdkp tbou jity^j I Urn ruby and inctiafed in g<)odVy 
und bltvi ncid ^ nothing ; ^tid know^ not thai tboU 
art wretcbedy and miferabUy aAd poor^ itnd blind^ 
and ridked ; therefore ii^6iftt tbine eyes with eye-falve^ 
that tbou mayejl fie* 

When We obferve the geitferaliry of people, who 
are called ChriftiiAs, how many more do we fee 
^Tto 2tnfWef thefe iftaf ks than thofe before given I 
A de^a! ptdof that numbers are loft through 2 
filft eoiffidehce <tf falvation^ and of the trcrth ot 
i&t Sk^imi^s predid^n cc^cerning the(e latter 
Aafii that bicaufi iniquity /bail aboundy tbelovetf^ 
inaf^ Jbail wax told {t"^ « 

This prophecy is indeed io exaftly fulfilled at 
pt^px, ; thdt ihftead of that Religion, whereby we 
dedicate ourfehes^ (mr fouls and bodies to be a reafon^ 
ahlcy Bofyy and tivily fhcrifice unto God{u)y the fkele- ' 
toh of it Icarcely i^mains. 

I fear we ihall find this afl^rtibn verified in the 
character of Lucinda. 

(/) Mattxjdv. 12. («) Cominabion Service. 

G2 SECTION 
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SECTION THE SEVENTH. 

T UCrND4 i$ polite, affable, obliging, and 
J-^ univerfally efteemed by her acquaintance, who 
]pok upon her as a woman of extraordinary pru*> 
dence and piety. She would not for the world 
pmit her Morning and Evening Prayers ; fhc con- 
itantly reads the Pfalms and LefTons of the day ; 
|he never is abfent from Church on Sundays ^ and 
would oftener go there on week-days, if Ihe was. 
not prevented by engagements to go with her 
friends into the city, to fee .1«rhat Mercer keeps .the 
moft fafhionable filks i: or elfe by bufinefs of im- 
portance at home ; fuch as the working of a {nece 
of cat-gut, the reception of fome vifitors, or ne- 
ceffary difcourfe with her Millener ; or perhaps it 
is the Dancing^mafter'$ mcirning, and fhe knows 
her children will not take half the pains they ought 
in fo material a branch of their education unlefs 
ihe herfelf is prefent. 

Nobody can be better convinced, of the neceflity 
of vifiting the fick than Lucinda^ who not only 
adminifters medicines to the poor^r^/w, but is al- 
ways ready to play a cbarilMe gatne at Cards^ or 
ta read a Comedy %q a fick friend wjio is in danger 
of being low-lpirited. 

laucinda goes every month to the Sacramc^nt, be- 
fides the three great Feftivals, and hears her chil- 
dren fey their Catechifm every Sunday evening; 
ihe frequently gives fixpence; or a (hilling to the 
poQr^ and never dines till after Evening-fervice 

upon 
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Vi^n AJihwednefdayj Good-friday^ dXidi the tbirtUtb 
Qfjmuary^ when ike makes an hearty meal upoii 
coftly fifli and rich fauce*. < 

Luanda is a bitter enemy to naughty women f 
and often tells you how much fhe is ihocked at 
the indecent language of the pommon people fii;]^ 
the ftreets j yet this very fame Luanda as readily 
pays hct miQn^y for a place in that choice Syjur^ 
gogue of Satan^ called ^a Play-boufe (where . flie 
enjoys the company pf many of the rakes and 
proftitute3. of the town) and is as much delisted. 
to hear aitd fee God difhonouired by the immoc^^ 
adions, : oatl^s, and filthy jefts of the adors^ ?^ 
any other perfon in the Theatre* The play bet- 
ing finilhcd, fhe, returns hoipe to .fupper, rtalks 
^1 bed-tinie; wA<?/, iJ cbarpang fellow ^JFoot? £;^ 
or ba^ glorioujly GAKKiCKjhone ^9 fays her prayers,, 
and goes to fleep§. 

Ranelagb is alfo a favourite diyerfion with Zi^- 
cinda^ though fhe would like it much better, ' i/it 
^as pofTible to keep out all low company, which 

fhe 

* Notwithftanding all Luanda^ s 4utie€j I fear it may , be 
afHrmed that (he never prayed or faded in all her life, and that 
fjie is an utter fbang^r to every ipark of charity* • Whoever will 
confider the difference there is between praying and faying of 
prayersy and loo^c at the defcription given of charity by St Paul^ 
1 Cor. xiii, 13. and that of faiting, by the prophet I/aiahp 
Ifai* Iviiir 3, 4, &c. will probably be of the fame opinion. 

$ To Ihew LucinJa in what light the. primitive Chuith re- 
garded thofe who attended the pubiic JpeSscies i that noted Fa* 
tilerTVr/xrAVMt gives an< account of a ChriiUan woman; who in 
Us time returned from the Tbeatn poffcfled with a Devil i at 
which he expreiles no manner of aftoniflimcnt, Jmct Satan fk$nd 
tfr ufon his own ground* 



ihe Vht» in hopes Would hark b^ ^ 'dife #hen 

But fince this has not haii ttte Williea^li^ ntket', 
tMTride/itieiis xMe} 'MB JRtt itAittaetbl^ better s^ 
i^ imiidi tbehfihes dmHgfi pte^ii ^ fifiH^i 
Ae dftetf Q.mt% Yn&cat juift ready td ^un^, ^ %^ 
em»y iSiat though t^ KJoih ifm i» crSudg^ 
$£ coi)^ foUeelf fiir, jei tiiere y^viB»dlj A hed^ 
meibiri'^. 

A "^tilin! Rotit ii LuchiA^i wttBoHy yH m 
aSirf^ bVeis a fito^ prhraic partjr 6f fbor W Sfi 
mUtsi but ilotwithf!andh% fhe is imirAihfelj i^rid 
tf e^mge^ ^ lierer toUchei af<?iutl iti* M 
FaffioiMOeik, nor the M^ht befbiretl^ Coimithiiii ^ 
ifiddoe^ ibt! nhicK dKtlft^ to phiy iHther^^^i 

iMetria 



, 'J .. 



, * Thongh I doubt r^hnilmeinda has- often .read St P^ayTf 
^pil^e to Titus, yet 1 ]£>eg leave to remind heKthat on^ of tHe 
^Ifth^ifMng chantabr^ dlfer^ given of Chiiflikn Unvti it, dm 
are Kbbpbrs at home. 7itAi. j. 



$ T^dl is LBct/tdoTs reafon for s^bftaitiing from C^dP-playing 
at thefd fektoli^, but' becaufe (he is cohfciOus o^tH^ftKait^e iifi:- 
jj^ropriety of fucH aif emplbymeht iR>r tho^e who ai-e called apbil^ 
io titemthe th^\ iecaufg tie days arie^ilf Eph: V. 15. atti!' 
fiffro^ fV ^ii2:>> diii in the kna^k^enf iUr Liird Mi Bdn;Sntr 
fefusCM/? iPet. ill. 1 8^. MbrtovcT, thbttghftre is (o mittxi 
an adVdcatfe fof tHi^ Wzf 6f cenfyming hbr Mfiire hours; yet 
ihe tvouM' dretfd the Aou^ of l^eiog fummon^ before th^ 
Sa^tkenffjkat if Cbt^^ widi a paclt of cards in her hands, well 
khpv^tng that in fudf cii^nmftances ihe would have litde reafoa 
%o ]it^pe (Jhat the BHAghfom^had found her Hv^cHtfg^ witb btr 
imf trlmtSid^ smd hir M hn^niifg: Matib ^cxv« 
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Zjfdmia has read ^rtfiiram Sba9tdy^ b«it ft> JFar 
ftom a{a|u»ir|ng of il;» is gceatly 4i|compofed at the 
gqieral fiirisfa^ioa k gi^^i to almoft att^its ef peo^ 
pie ; andxioplares, chat it is a f^d fign of the depfa- 
vity of the times, i^hen Clefgymen are preferied and 
patroflozed for writing indecent books. 

But if the wickednefs of the age caufes Luanda 
foch deep SMCtm^ the prefent growth d£EntbuJiaJm 
afibrds! her no lefs matter of regret ; inlbmuch that 
oftentimes when ihe is at Gacds, fhe will hold forth 
between the Deals, upon the neceflity of keeping ^ 
proper medium in Religion ; but, " forfootb^ people 
tww'd'days^ mufi ht either. Saints or Devils ^ though 
fyr her own part fie is €ont,inied to go on in the ^ood 
eld way J and is not fo precifeandfiraitrlaced^ hit tb^ 
Jbe ean.firve G^d^ and take her innocent amufements 
%iery welli^^ 

iMdnda has now and then fonFie twinges of coti- 
fcience, but ihefe are prefentl^ fifcnced by refleft- 
ing how much niore reli^ous (he is, than any of 
her acquaintance ; and ~ by calling to mind- her 
dutks ; of if this will not do, another chapter in 
the.Bibfci^ and fomewhat extraordinary to the firft 
Beggar flie meets,, prcfentlyfets all to-rights again. 

Such is Lumda^ and is fl^e not qui|e i good 
ereature f yet if her Religion is to be trlfed at the 
bar of God's word, fhe may with as much juflacc 
fuppoie that fhe ferved inequality of a foot-fbldiex^ 
during the laft campaign in Germany ^ or that flie 
fought in a coat of mail againft the Saracens in the 

holy 
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lioly wars, as that fhe is now chthti with the whole 
mrmffur of God (x) } that her life is a ipiritual war*^ 
fare, and (he herfclf a goodfoldier ofjefiu Cbrift^ 
who enduretb bardnefs^ and is not entangkd mtb the 
tHngs of ibis prefeni evil world (y). 

She may as well imagine that (he is taking a 
pilgrimage with the Turks to Mabomet^% tomb at 
Mecca^ or with the Papiib to the Virgin Marf% 
houfe at Loretto^ as, that fhe is now living like a 
firanger and pilgrim upon earth 9 looking for a city 
that bath foundations^ wbofe builder and maker is 
God(z). 

She may with equal propriety believe that flie 
has been all her life long laid in a coffin, or wrapt 
up in a winding-fheet ; as that Jhe is now dead to 
the worlds and ber life bid witbCbrift in God (a). 

In fhort, fhe has juil as much reafon to fancy 
herfelf already a glorified Saint in heaven, as that 
there is any poflibijity of her arriving there as fhe 
goes on at prefent : Yet how many fouls are build- 
ing their hopes of falvation upon fuch a religion as 
Lucinda^s ? and for no other reafon in the world, 
but becaufe they fee others, that are looked upon 
as excellent Chriftians, going on in the fame way^ 
and in the fame wretched delufipn with themfelves : 
whereas iif they would cznd^dly fearcb the Scriptures^ 
I queftion not but they would find their flate con-* 
demned in almoft every page of the Gofpel : For 
the Lordfeeth not as man feetb \ for man looketb at 

the 

{x) Bph. VI. 1 1* 1 2, kc, {y) t Tim. ii. 31 i* 

(s) Heb« xi. 13, 14. {a) Col. tit. 3. 
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ibe outvfard appearance^ hut the Lord koketh on 

the heart (b). 

^ome people will perhaps cry out, Surely this is 
talking very unckaritahlyj for at this rate how few 
will be faved? But they <;annot tell what they 
mean, except they would have us make God a 
liar i and in order to lull our poor fcllow-creaturcs 
iato the fatal dream of carnal fecurity, aflert, that 
he yrill admit them into heaven upon terms con- 
trary to thofe laid dowa in his own Word. That 
found pillar of our excellent Church, Bilhop Hall^ 
in hk CharaiSer of a real Cbriftian^ has thefe words; 
^' I would it were uncharitable to fay, there are 
** many Prbfejfors^ few Chriftians ; if words and 
" forms might carry it, Chrift would have clienjts 
*' enough." 

Our bleded Saviour a0ure8 us, that Ifroad is the 
way J and Wfde is the gate^ thai leadetb to deftruc^ 
tionp and many there be that go in thereat \ and, that 
narrow is the way^ andftrait is the gate^ that lead^ 
€th, to life^ and fe^ there be that find it (r) ; Yet 
how gompofedly do many perfons repeat thefe 
awakening pai][ages, who at the fame time are con-» 
firming the truth of them \ and though perhaps 
they live in 410 outward enormities, dp neverthelefs 
^wim y/ith the ftream, till they fall into the gulph 
f>i cndlefs mifery. put if we allow our Saviour tcj 
Ipeak truth in thefe places, we can have no more 
\ terrible proof of bur being in the way that leads to 
Jt d^ruiliony than when we are doing as the gene- 

H rality 

ft 

(^ I Sam. xvi. 7. {<) Mm, wi# 13% 14* 
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rality of the world do ; nor can we have any 
better evidence of our being jn the right way^ 
than when we aire refolved to aft contrary to the 
torrent of cuftom, arid are regardlefs of heing 
thought particular ; concerning which Satan's in- 
ftrumerits, in order to affright God*s children from 
their obedience, talk fo learnedly in then* Leftures 
upon ■ the necefllty bf a prudent compliance with 
the world. ' . 

Again, when we are told in Scripture^ that the 
kingdotn of heaven fuffereth violence^ arid that the i 
i)iolent take it i^y force (d) 5 that it h eafier for a \ 
camel, to go through the eye of a needle^ tban for d 
rich man to enter into the kingdom of heaven {e) \ that 
whoever will come after ChriJI^ muft deny him f elf aM 
take up^ bis crofs daily ^ and follow Inm (/) j that many 
are called J hut few chofen {g) \ t\i2k the righteous are 
fcarcely faved {b) ; that through much tribulation we 
fnufi enter into the kingdom of heavefi (1) 5 and-, that 
many fiallfeek to enter in, and /ball not He able {k). t 
fayi when wfe read thefe, and othet texts of the 
like nature, we muft nteds imagine, that it is not 
fo eafy a matter to get to heaven as ihany pedple 
are apt to fancy, who feem to have found out 
quite a new road thither, very different from that 
ftrait narrow way, to which our Saviour has di- 
refted us, and in which wholbever now dares tA 
walk, will be told that he is righteous over-tAucb^ 

and 



{J) Matt. xi. 12. . ^ (/) Matt. xix. 24. 

(/) Matt. xvi. 24. ' ^ {g) Matt. xz. i6« 

\b) I Pet. iv. i8^. (/) AftijdVr 2U 
{k) Lttk^ xiii. 24. 
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|nd folemnly cautioned againfl: the danger of running 
^ito [extremes J and carrying matters too far : But 
this is no niore than muft be expefted in an age 
wherein fo many do at onc^ glory in their foame (/),' 
and are aihamed of that in which they ought to 
glory (wi). ,Aa age ^\\tXQ\n fcnnality fupplies the 
plafe of vitai Chrijlianity^ an,d in which fpiritual 
Religion a|i(J Entbufiafm are fo far become fynony^ 
mous tqrms, that a perfon is looked qpon as little 
lefs than mad as foon as he cornes to the right 
ufe of his under (landing. An ^ge wherein the pure- 
do^rines qf Scripture and of the Reformation^ arq 
fet afide for Ufelefs morality ai>d dryfyftems of ethics ; 
and a fteady adherence to the truly evangelical 
tenets of the efiahlifhed Churchy is deemed the mark 
pf a weak judgment, and is fufBcient to gain a 
map 4 nick-nanie^ and to make him become a 
hy-ix^ord among the people {n). 

Let us therefore, . as we v^lue our immortal 
fouls^ take heed bow we^ fuffer ourfelves to be 
led aftray by any wretched pretenders to Chrifti- 
anity, and carefully aycnd ^11 thofe fnares that the 
Devil and bis adherents have eftabiiflied in this 
land, which has been fb juftly vifited with the 
judgments of a righteous God, for ,oyr crying fins 
and borrible lukewarmnefs. / ' ' 

Let us refledl what thofe wiio have been cut off 
without hayjng made their peace with God through 
Chrift their JRedeemer, and have felt the' puhiflx- 
ments of the damned ; let us, I fay, rcfled what 

* H 2 they 

(/) Philip, iii.: ig. (m) Gal. Ti. ^4. 
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they would do, could they begin their lives a^aiin, or 
obtain one fuch opportunity of repentance, as God 
of his infinite niercy now vouchfafes to us. Would 
they wafte any of their precious time in Balls) 
and fuch like vanities, and dance for hours toge- 
ther upon the frightful precipice of eternity, hofe 
knowing but the next moment might hurry them 
again into thofe inexpreflible torments they once 
experienced, v^bere their worm dieth rot^ and the 
fire is not quenched \ where there is weejping and wail'- 
ingy and gnajbifig of teeth (o). 

Judge therefore yourfelves^ Brethren^ that ye be 
not judged of the Lord (/>), and take heed, according 
to the Apoftlc*s advice, that you refufe not him 
that fpeakethfrom heaven (j) ; for the God of Truth 
hath faid^ tKat his Spirit Jhall not always ftrive with 
man (r) : To^dt^ therefore, wbilfi it is e/zlled to-day, 
harden not your hearts i but calmly and ferioufly re- 
fleft what a fearful thing it is to fall into tie bands of 
the living God (i), woofe word is quick and powerful, 
andjbarper than af^ two-edged fword, piercing even 
to the dividing afunder of foul and fpirit (/) j and 
who is even a confuming fire {u) 5 and able to defiroy 
both body and foul in hell(x). 

Confider, I befeech you, conGder, that thefe are 
not airy phantoms and idle tales^ but they are 
awful and interefting truths, truths that are found- 
ed upon the word of God, and fuch as fhould 

'make 

(i^) Mark iz. 44. {p) Cdmmomon Service* , 

(f) Heb. xii. 25« (r) Geq. vi. 5. 

(1) Heb. X, 31. (/) Jlcb. iv. 12: 

{«) Heb. iKii. 29. {x) -Matt. ic. 2S« 
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make the unrenewed heart of every felf-deciivins: 
formalift to tremble ; wherefore I pray God thty 
may fink deep into your confciences, and excite: 
you to fly to Jesus the Saviour of all that 
^ruly turn unto him ; and if you are ienfible of 
your need of a Redeemer, and will come as a \o&^ 
undone finner, not trujling in your own r^bte* 
sufnefsj but, in Go^s manifold and great mercies {y\ 
there is no doubt but he will wafh'you cleati" 
I ' by his precious all-atoning blood, and clothe you 
with the robe of his perfefb righteoufneis. Being 
u tiius made free from JiHj and become feroanis to 
f^ Godj be urgent in imploring the continuance c£ 
divine grace, to enable you to walk worthy of , 
your vocation^ in all holinels and good works* 
Then (hall you find, (but never by the palliadng 
and fuperficial divinity of too many in our days,) 
that the ways of Reli^on are ways of pleafant^ 
mfsj and that aU her fatbs are peace (z), 

• ■ 

TH^ CONCLUSION. 

HAVINGr anfwcred the arguments com- 
monly brought in vindication of Ba l l s, 
and produced feveral proofs of their evil ten- 
deiicy and a&ual wickedneis; having ihewn the 
reafbns why, nev^rthelefs, thcfe diabolical diverfionr 
have gotten fuch jroot, and the finfulnefs of them 
is {o litde perceived, that many unwary fouls go 
to them without fulpe£)jng thdr danger : Havingj 

ad« 

[y] Conmnmioa Scrvlte* (k) Fiov. 3i. 17. * 
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^monHhed you u> beware of a blirn^ conformitj;^ 
t^oiftem, and of the examples of nominal Cbriftiansy 
and given f^me marks whereby fuch may gpner 
ij|aUy be dUceroed from thofe who are Cbrifiian\ 
abogetbir » and laftly, having exhorted you tofiee 
from the wr^ib t$ come (a), unto Him who is abl^ 
and, wiUing to fav^ to the uttermojt all thai comc 
tiMia God bybim {b) ^ I cannot yef conclude, with- 
oitt obfcrv^ng tha^ it is indeed a melancholy re^. 
fle^on, tha( cuftonnt (hould have fo far blinded the 
^es of ipany, as to tn^ke a demonftration <rf this 
kind nece0ary ^ but ^ce this is the ca^,. all proper 
care, I hppc» has been taken tp fet jfoffh thefe 
enormities under tl^eir true colours, which, I truiL 
I have now dot^. without the leaft aggravation^ 
ftul if it can be proved that I have afierted an^^ 
^ng. ^^fhatcver thjat is not ftridly agreeable t^ 
holy Scripture and pUio reafon, I rjeadi|y give up 
Mhepoin^*^ 

1 

* T-hongk, I'trsft» Phave a^Y*^!^^ notkingagaixjift J?^jr and 
riaySf but what can be warranted by the bell authority ; yet I 
jsay hr peiliaps thought rather too fevere in having ce^ngd 
TBS TfWfJKUifmc TRADE Of Carp-playing : for, fmp ^. 
tefj^in hi^ory of a Roman Emperor who fpent his thffe'ilh 
ratfhtHg o/jffies, fufcly we may jdftly claim the privilege of yU 
Tcrting ourfelves a few hour» in an evening ^eipecially .as it.xaa^ 
be done fo very coniiiently with the iai^ianalple ideas of piel^} 
mcmif'ffg k/^ck fiftif ^red j^ofi, and aiQun| 1Vhat*s trumpf ovA^ 
Jhuffled^ who cut 9 and 'who dealt ? as al(o of buiUinp toufes *witb ' 
mtr Cards f and blofwing t^ei^ doion again, by way of changing 
hf amujtment; whenever we think proper* - • ' * • •> 
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\a) Matt. iii. 7. (^) Heb. vii. 25. 
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» I am fenfible, that if any body in the firft ages 
'of the Church had attempted to prove that no 
'Chriftian coiild go toBALLS^ Plays, Routs, 
Revellings, and fucb likej without difgracing 
his holy profeflion; his arguments would have 
been looked upon to be as unneceilary, as thofe of 
^ man who, in thefe days^ Ihould write z folio in 
order to prove, that the Sun fliines on a bright 
day ; and lus labour as needlefs^ as that of one who 
fliould go through all the rules of arithmedc to 
Ihew that iwo and two make four \ but, 

Tempi^a mutdntur^ nos mutamur in iHis ! 

The Church cou^d once her Golden Ages boaft \ 
Sutfitd Experience proves tbcfe Ages kft f 
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